Leonia Environmental Commission

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026 7:30 p.m.
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

Present: Greg Martire (GM), Karen Marx (KM) (Chair), Julie Marx (JM), Rupal Mistry (RM),

Madeline Murray (MM), Rick Pumo (RP), William Russell (WR), Ann Sayari (AS),
Susan Sullivan (SS),

Apologies: Lela Charney (LC), Denis DiLallo (DD), Christie Evens (CE), Ashley Ryu (AR),

Diane Scarangella (DS), John Villareal (JV),

1. KM called the meeting to order with quorum at 7:34 p.m.

2. Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on May 6" 2025.

3. Recycling Reports / Updates:

a.

Department of Public Works (DPW): No report received. GM has requested information
and will follow up.

Municipal Composting: A total of 25, 475 Ibs. of food scraps. No new subscribers.

Sustainable Jersey: WR needs to submit a draft plan by 6" March 2026. Will participate
in a webinar. No further updates.

4. Action Iltems Updates:

a.

Swap Event: MM updated commissioners on preparations for sports equipment swap.
Event will go ahead on weekend of 28/29 March. Poster to be finalized and event to be
promoted.

Farmers Market: Not possible as they are not available to hold the market on days that
are possible for the town.

LMS Global Festival: to take place on Friday 6 March. Volunteers needed to help out.



5. Discussions:

a.

b.

Engagement with Leonia Schools: KM asked how we can more effectively engage the
schools in recycling. KM has tried to engage the Superintendent of Schools but has not
managed to get traction.

ANJEC Grant Ideas: Commissioners discussed projects ideas: Wild animal
management in the community garden; Management of invasive species; Composting
equipment for the community garden; and Planting along the fence between sculpture
garden and the American Legion all discussed..

Skip the Stuff: Do we create flyers to encourage local restaurants to stop automatically
in takeout orders? The law comes into effect in August. The town will have to enforce it.
Who will that be?

Overpeck Area 2: RM raised the issue of the development of Overpeck Area 2 as
highlighted by DS. Commissioners support participating in a coalition that seeks to
restore the area in a manner similar to Teaneck Creek. RM to follow up and report back
at the next meeting.

6. Action Items Review:

1.

a.
b.

GM to speak with the service group to promote the sports equipment swap.

WR to make enquiries with Sustainable Jersey and the Green Teams in schools with a
view improving sustainability efforts in schools.

WR to forward the letter to Steve Perrotta, LHS Athletics Director regarding the sports
equipment swap.

KM to make inquiries to understand who will be enforcing the skip the stuff ordinance in
Leonia before deciding on next steps regarding education about the ordinance.

KM to contact Community Gardeners about possible ANJEC grant ideas.
KM to share the waiver with Jonathan Mandel and Marissa Mesropian for approval.

RM to follow up and report back regarding the forming of a coalition to restore
Overpeck Area 2 as a natural space for the community.

Meeting was adjourned at 8.22 p.m.



