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Leonia Environmental Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026, 7:30 p.m. 
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ 

 
 
 
Present:​ Dennis DiLallo (DD), Greg Martire (GM), Karen Marx (KM) (Chair), Madeleine 

Murray (MM), Rick Pumo (RP), William Russell (WR), Ann Sayari (AS), Diane 
Scarangella (DS).  

Apologies: ​ Lela Charney (LC), Christie Evens (CE), Julie Marx (JM), Rupal Mistry (RM), 
Ashley Ryu (AR), Susan Sullivan (SS), John Villareal (JV). 

 
1.​ KM call the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
2.​ Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on January 6th,  2025.  

 
3.​ Recycling Reports / Updates:  

a.​ Department of Public Works (DPW): Still cleaning up from blizzard. Busy with 
Christmas Tree cleanup. Bulk Trash Pilot compliance issues: those who didn't comply 
received note with new info, next Trash pickup 2/12.  

i.​ DPW understaffed: 3 positions open (2 F/T, 1 P/T) 

b.​ Municipal Composting: KM provided an update on the municipal composting. Currently, 
48 subscribers and 25, 556 lbs. collected since June 2024. 

c.​ Sustainable Jersey: Municipal and School energy audits covered under grant. WR 
requires assistance with communications to homeowners; money will be granted for 
improvements after audit. DS: does SJ  have promotional videos we can post on our 
website? 

 
4.​ Mayor and Council:   

a.​ 2 new Police Officers hired; 3 promotions. 
b.​  Green Amendment passed: This encourages the State Legislature to add a 

Green Amendment to the state constitution. It will be forwarded to the State 
Legislative delegation.  
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5.​ Action Items Updates: 
a.​ WR: unable to complete plastics recycling info,  work in progress. 

b.​ RM: contacted ACS H&S to coordinate on food events. LMS Food Showcase 3/6.  

c.​ MM:  spoke to Sean Krakower re: exchange events. Idea for first event: sports gear; 
coordinate around spring sign-ups.  

d.​ AS: wrote an article about Leonia Composts for submission to Gold Coast Life.  
 
6.​ Discussions: 

a.​ DS reported that Englewood inquired to Mayor Ziegler to find out if we have interest in 
combining forces for a Farmer's Market. Members are interested, KM will follow up with 
Mayor.  

b.​ AS: suggested idea for holding a "stuff swap"; establish rules re: how many items 
allowed; take home what you don't offload. DS suggested holding event a few days 
before bulk trash pickup. 

c.​ AS: ask Neighborhood Compost if they bring animals to schools for educational 
purposes. KM will inquire.  

d.​ AS: Suggested putting pictures of farm animals on promotional bucket at the library to 
attract attention. DS: Suggested we connect with Shade Tree Commission re: outreach 
at school events. 

e.​ DS: Raffle for buckets for composting at school events?  Also reminder about Town 
Hall March 4th re: Budget 2026; cannot be passed until public has a chance to 
comment.  

f.​ .  

7.​ Action Items Review: 
a.​ KM: update Year of Trash Reduction on website. 

b.​ WR: creating plans for SJ grant. AS, MM will help. 

c.​ MM will work with RM on possible dates for swap event. 

d.​ KM will discuss Farmer's Market with Mayor. 

e.​ KM will coordinate with NC and LMS for Food Showcase. 

 

8. Meeting adjourned at 8:38.  
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