BOROUGH OF LEONIA

Leonia Planning Board
MINUTES

January 28, 2026 7:30 PM LEONIA NEW MUNICIPAL CENTER

The Borough of Leonia Planning Board held a reorganization meeting on January 28, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Leonia
Municipal Center located at 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Bill Ziegler, Chairman Michael DeGidio, Vice Chair Ira Gold, Councilman Christoph
Hesterbrink, Timothy Ford, Sean Thompson, Patrick Botten, Damee Choi, Haeseok Ko,
Rick Pumo, Bahram Sayari.

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: Gilbert Friedman.

ALSO PRESENT: Attorney — Dan Steinhagen, Borough Engineer — Stephen Hoyt

Mayor Ziegler administered the oath of office to the following new/returning members of the Board:
¢ Christoph Hesterbrink Class IlI
¢ Sean Thompson Class IV
e Rick Pumo Alternate 2
e Bahram Sayari Alternate 3
ELECTION OF PLANNING BOARD CHAIR
Motion to Elect Michael DeGidio was made by Mayor Ziegler and Seconded by Vice Chair Gold.
On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Abstain Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes



Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.
ELECTION OF PLANNING BOARD VICE CHAIR
Motion to Elect Ira Gold was made by Mr. Ford and Seconded by Mayor Ziegler.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Abstain ~ Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.

RESOLUTIONS

Planning Board Attorney

Motion to Approve the resolution appointing and retaining Dan Steinhagen as Planning Board Attorney was made by Mr.
Botten and Seconded by Vice Chair Gold.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.
Planning Board Engineer

Motion to Approve the resolution appointing Jaeyoung Jang and Stephen Hoyt of Pennoni Engineering as Planning Board
Engineer was made by Mr. Botten and Seconded by Mayor Ziegler.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.

Planning Board Planner

Motion to Approve the resolution appointing and retaining Kendra Lelie as Planning Board Planner was made by Mr.
Botten and Seconded by Mayor Ziegler.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:



Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes

Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.

Planning Board Traffic Engineer

Motion to Approve the resolution appointing Stonefield Engineering as Planning Board Traffic Engineer was made by
Chair DeGidio and Seconded by Mr. Botten.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.

Planning Board Secretary

Motion to Approve the resolution appointing Andreanna Papatheodorou as Planning Board Secretary was made by Chair
DeGidio and Seconded by Mr. Botten.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.
ADOPTION OF 2026 MEETING DATES
Motion to Adopt the proposed 2026 meeting dates was made by Chair DeGidio and Seconded by Mr. Botten.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

Motion to Approve the resolution designating The Bergen Record as the Planning Board’s
Designated Newspaper was made by Chair DeGidio and Seconded by Mayor Ziegler.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:



Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio:  Yes Councilman Hesterbrink:  Yes

Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent
Mr. Ko Yes Mr. Pumo Yes

Motion Passes.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD — CORRESPONDENCE

There was no comment from the public made.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business presented, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Botten and Seconded by Vice
Chair Gold.

All in Favor — Motion Passed

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Andreanna Papatheodorou
Planning Board Secretary



