Leonia Environmental Commission

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 6th, 2026, 7:30 p.m.
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

Present: Lela Charney (LC), Dennis DiLallo (DD), Greg Martire (GM), Karen Marx (KM)

(Chair), Julie Marx (JM), Rupal Mistry (RM), Madeline Murray (MM), Rick Pumo
(RP), William Russell (WR), Diane Scarangella (DS), Susan Sullivan (SS),

Apologies: Ashley Ryu (AR), Ann Sayari (AS), John Villareal (JV), Christie Evens (CE)

1. KM call the meeting to order with quorum at 7:30 pm. KM introduced new members DD,
SS, and RP, and thanked LC for contributions over the years.
2. Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on December 2nd, 2025.

3. Recycling Reports / Updates:

a.

Department of Public Works (DPW): Council members reappointed. John Villareal
submitted his notice of his retirement in June 2026. New bulk waste schedule being
piloted from January 2026. No longer picking up containers larger than 32 gallons for
garbage. No update on tipping fees report; will provide next month.

Municipal Composting: KM provided an update on the municipal composting. Currently,
48 subscribers and 22,2821b collected since June 2024.

Sustainable Jersey: Grants for energy audit and community outreach. WR will be the
Leonia project manager. The community outreach project kick off meeting will be on 21
January.

4. Action Items Updates:

a.

Green Amendment: The Leonia resolution was drafted by CE and shared for
commissioners to review. KM asked that any comments or questions are sent to her.
Once finalized the resolution will be put to the council.

Outreach/Communications Plan: RM asked this action be carried over.

Skip the Stuff: No further updates. MM and AS to speak with Shumi.



5. Discussions:

a.

Plastic Forks Ban: KM brought the legislation advances at the state to the attention of
commissioners.

Increasing Composting Subscribers: KM asked how we can increase awareness of the
municipal composting program and when the goal thermometer should be installed.
GM suggested displaying 5-gallon bucket with Leonia Composts flyer in the library,
senior center and rec center. Commissioners suggested coordinating with the schools
to engage parents. All agreed the commission should focus on enlisting new
subscribers at Leonia Day.

2026 Theme: Commissioner discussed the need for a theme for the new year and
agreed that the 2025 theme, waste reduction, was a huge theme and should be carried
over.

i. Discussed encouraging the concept of repair instead of replace, using
sites such as ifixit.com

6. LC: Regarding Climate Superfund Resolution: asked commissioners to call Speaker

Craig Coughlin at 1-888-724-8946 to urge him to listen to his Caucus and pass the NJ
Climate Superfund Act before the end of the session.

DS: Ethical Culture Society of Teaneck will show the film 50 States of Sustainability on
2/7 by NJ film maker Larry Confino. It is a series of short documentaries.

LC offered to share her community garden plot with members of LHS Environmental
Club to further their goals of learning how to grow local produce.

9. Action Items Review:

a.

WR to put together something on recycling of plastics and RM to support to
presentation.

RM to check date of global food fest days at ACS and the High School.
MM to speak to Sean at the Rec Center re: exchange event.

KM will inquire about publicizing Leonia Composts via Gold Coast Life article.

10. Meeting was adjourned at 8.22 pm.


http://ifixit.com

