Leonia Environmental Commission

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, December 2nd, 2025 7:30 p.m.
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

Present: Christie Evens (CE), Lela Charney (LC), Gilbert Friedman (GF), Greg Martire
(GM), Julie Marx (JM), Karen Marx (KM) (Chair), Rupal Mistry (RM), Madeline
Murray (MM), William Russell (WR), Ashley Ryu (AR), Ann Sayari (AS), Diane
Scarangella (DS)

Apologies: Noelle Terrell (NT), John Villareal (JV)

e KM called the meeting to order with quorum at 7:30 pm.

e Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on November 4th, 2025.
e Reports:
a. Municipal Composting:

e 20,294 Ibs. collected.
e no new subscribers reported.

b. Sustainable Jersey:

e WR reported that two $2500.00 energy audit grants were awarded
through SJ/PSEG. Grants are available should upgrades be
recommended. Educational outreach to residential consumers will be a
component of the grant.

c. Commission membership changes 2026:

Noelle Terrell offered her resignation from the EC.

Greg Martire will become a regular member instead of Alternate..

Gilbert Friedman will be replaced by Rick Pumo as Planning Board liaison.
Ann Sayari and Madeleine Murray will become Alternates.

Dennis DiLallo will join as an Associate member.

O O O O O

e November 4th, 2025 Action Items Updates:
o CE suggested a website to order Goal Thermometer for Municipal Composting to
hang at Borough Hall; Mayor Ziegler approved.



o KM received info from Keri Mescal re: bulk purchase trash cans, and will report
back after further research.

o KM received a response from DPW re: installing a recycling container on Broad
Av. near Fun Lum; the concern is contamination. Discussion held about possible
tactics to ameliorate this problem: clear signage in three languages suggested.

Discussions:

1. Skip the Stuff: KM reported ordering via Google from Shumi:

a.
b.

no option to omit utensils. They were included in order.
MM will speak to the owners of Shumi to provide information about the
environmental and economic benefits of "skipping the stuff".
WR mentioned that some towns have Sustainability certificates displayed
in restaurant windows; we could add this item to a menu of environmental
issues such as energy efficiency, recycling, etc. that they would have to
meet in order to qualify for this type of designation.

i. Do restaurants have employee compliance information/education

if they are aiming to "skip the stuff"?

LC suggested presenting this idea to the Mayor and Council
as an initiative.

2. Green Amendment proposal: the reason to draft a local resolution in favor of
this proposal currently on the docket in the NJ Legislature would be to follow the
lead of other towns and increase the pressure on legislators to amend the NJ
Constitution. It would require the state to preserve public natural resources and
prevent others from destroying/damaging public natural resources.

a.

b.

DS expressed support for this amendment; there is currently some
pressure from builders, i.e., looking for locations for high-density
construction.

CE will draft proposal.

3. Budgeting and Goals 2026:

a.

DS: we should think about 5-year planning; what are the
initiatives/outreach/activities we'd like to fund?
GM: wants to follow up with Bergen County Commissioner Craig Dorsett
to arrange tour of Overpeck Area 1V/3B

i. Also wants to see where our recycling happens.
KM: increase subscribers to Municipal Composting.
i.  Purchase 5-gallon pails as incentive.
i.  GM suggested having article written for Gold Coast Life.
RM: suggested approaching Leonia BOE regarding ways to share
information about environmental issues and our initiatives to various
schools.
AR: spoke with Principal Kalender, who supports holding a clothing swap
along with other HS groups.



i.  LHS Environmental Club will host the EC on 12/16 at 3 p.m. to talk
about composting.

f. CE: allocate money for outreach: flyers with info about recycling that
could be a handy reference sheet for households; could be distributed
with tax info mailings.

g. GF proposed door-to-door outreach based on his past experience, in
order to engage with the community on various environmental topics.

5. Action Iltems:

CE to draft Green Amendment ordinance
AS, MM, LC, KM to present at LHS Environmental Club meeting 12/16.
RM: will draft a plan for facilitating communications and coordinating materials for

outreach.
Outreach to restaurants to learn how they educate employees to comply with

"skip the stuff" goals.

Adjournment

o

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.



