Leonia Environmental Commission

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 7th, 2025 7:30 p.m.
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

Present: Lela Charney (LC), Gilbert Friedman (GF), Greg Martire (GM), Julie Marx (JM),
Karen Marx (KM) (Chair), Madeline Murray (MM), William Russell (WR), Ashley
Ryu (AR), Ann Sayari (AS), Guest Dennis Singh from LHS

Apologies: Christie Evens (CE), Rupal Mistry (RM), Diane Scarangella (DS), Noelle Terrell
(NT), John Villareal (JV)

1. KM called the meeting to order with quorum at 7:41 pm
2. Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on September 2nd, 2025.

3. Reports:
a. Municipal Composting:

e 17,630 Ibs. collected.
b. Community Solar: 279 subscribers.
c. Open Space Trust Fund Hearing: Overpeck Park Landfill Area 3B

o KM, GM attended meeting 9/25, Hackensack
o $3.8 million allocated for capping landfill which is releasing
methane. Area 3B is located by Airdrome, north of Ft. Lee Rd.

d.Highwood Hills Cleanup 9/27:

e atleast 20 volunteers, students and adults.

e 5-6 bags trash collected.

e Wood chips spread, however another spreading event needs to be
scheduled.



4. September 7th, 2025 Action Items Updates:
a. WR checked with Wolf It: has had defaults set for “request utensils”.

b. RM created calendar; will share in coming days.

5.Discussions:

e Action plan: Skip the Stuff:

o LC, MM, AS, AR. (CE) volunteered to form group to perform outreach to
Leonia restaurants. AR and visitor DS offered to assist with Korean
business owners.

o WR suggested obtaining list of restaurant proprietors; JM found list
already compiled on leonianj.gov

e Energy Audit:

o  WR reported meeting with Keri Mescal re: Sustainable Jersey Grant
opportunity. Money available to conduct energy audits of municipal
buildings in order to increase efficiency; funded by PSEG.

o Leonia received a grant over 10 years ago from Sustainable Jersey, and
purchased an electric vehicle for Leonia. However the EC at that time did
not complete documentation required re: how energy savings were
realized, outreach to community, etc. This needs to be submitted prior to
applying for a new grant.

o Community outreach re: increasing energy efficiency for homeowners is
another aspect to the grant,

m There are programs available that assist those struggling to pay
energy bills; we should perform outreach regarding these.
e Clothing/household reuse:

o AS, MM discussed organizing a Clothing Swap.

o AR: referred to LHS program Wellness for Women and its goals to
provide beauty/wellness products to women in need; idea to coordinate
and provide bins, possibly at LHS, to collect clothing in good shape to
distribute at their events.

o AS shared post on Leonia Talks site: family on Ray Av. publicized they
are collecting clothing for women/girls for distribution to women’s shelters.

o WR asked AS, MM to compile a list of places that take clothes for
distribution purposes.

o AR suggested possibility of collecting small amounts of clothes she and
friends could bring to NYC shelters

m Challenges of such collection efforts were discussed, i.e. keeping
it small, clean, sorted.
e Monthly topic:
o Stop unwanted newspaper delivery



m  Some commissioners were interested in this topic regarding East
Coast Life.
e Public Comments:

o David Braun, Chair of the Historic Preservation Committee spoke about
the recent campaign by the Building Department regarding sidewalk
maintenance and the impact of removing historic Bluestone sidewalks. He
would like to provide information to homeowners regarding the historical
and environmental aspects to keeping these in lieu of replacing them with
concrete, as well as information on best practices for maintenance.
Proposed a “bluestone exchange” program in town. All commissioners
present support this initiative.

5. Action Items:
a. Add info to EC page re: stopping unwanted newspaper delivery
b. Skip the Stuff group to meet before the next EC meeting.
c. LC will hand out Municipal Composting flyers at Halloween event October 25th.

6. Adjournment
a. Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.



