Leonia Environmental Commission

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 5th, 2025 7:30 p.m.
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

Present: Lela Charney (LC), , Gilbert Friedman (GF), Greg Martire (GM), Karen Marx (KM)
(Chair),, Madeline Murray (MM), William Russell (WR), Diane Scarangella (DS)

Apologies: Christie Evens (CE), Julie Marx (JM), Rupal Mistry (RM), Ashley Ryu (AR), Ann
Sayari (AS), Noelle Terrell (NT), John Villareal (JV)

1. KM called the meeting to order with quorum at 7.40pm
2. Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on July 1, 2025.

3. Recycling Reports:
a. Department of Public Works (DPW): Report given by DS; full-time custodial staff
replaced by part-time due to budget constraints.

e DEP installed cameras to observe areas of flooding.

e Discussion on a feasibility study re: 1x week garbage pickup; more
preparation/discussion required.

b. Municipal Composting:

e KM reported:
50 subscribers
14,715 Ibs collected

Members agreed that additional promotion is needed.

c. Council Report: DS reported that Community Solar proposals are being considered
and have been passed to the Finance Committee for further investigation.



d. SAFE Update: KM provided an update on the students participating in the Sustainable
Allelopathic Field Eradication (SAFE) Project. The students set up 2 areas in Highwood
Hills to test absorption rates for the natural pesticides.

4. July 1st, 2025 Action Items Updates:
a. Updated recycling flyer will be placed on the back page of the new Leonia Calendar.
FAQs from the Recycling Questionnaire have been answered and posted on
leonianj.gov (Environmental Commission page).

b. Skip-The-Stuff: GF/KM created a simplified language handout for educating store
owners.

c. Intern Calvin Gonzalez compiled a list of local restaurants re: whether or not they offer
“request utensils” on delivery platforms.

5. Discussions:
a. Community Solar project: WR reported on connecting with Dimension Energy’s
proposal; discussed with KM who brought it to the Borough Administrator.

b. Schools Green Team: LC spoke with Acting Superintendent Xanthy Karamanos, who
intends to re-establish the Green Team in Leonia Schools. WR agreed to act as liaison
with EC.

c. Day of Peace — Saturday, September 20: LC mentioned possible inclusion of
Municipal Composting flyers at table.

d. Clothing Collection: KM reported that DPW’s Keri Mescall is exploring collaboration
with the Helpsy to collect clothing/shoes/stuffed animals/linens, etc. in order to reduce
trash and promote a circular economy.

e. Skip-the-Stuff Outreach: DS suggested presenting information to the Chamber of
Commerce.

f. Recycling information: how to reach more residents with current info, since it has
changed recently and will continue to do so: DS suggested contacting Mayor about
adding Nixle announcements.

6. Action Items:
a. GF to check if Wolf It uses “request utensils” option on delivery platforms.
b. KM to check with DPW re: styrofoam overflow at collection area.
c. KM to work on Korean and Spanish translations of Recycling FAQ’s/flyer.
d. KM to coordinate with CE on a plan to speak to restaurants about Skip the Stuff.

7. Adjournment
a. Meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.



