Environmental Commission Meeting Jul 1, 2025

Attendance: Karen Marx (KM), Lela Charney (LC), Noelle Terrell (NT), Greg Martire (GM), Rupal
Mistry (RM), Gilbert Friedman (GF), Calvin Gonzalez (CG)(student intern)

Apologies: Diane Scarangella, John Villareal, Christie Evens,

Julie Marx, Madeleine Murray, William Russell, Ann Sayari, Ashley Ryu, Natalie Obysovsky (student
intern)

Composting Program Updates:
- 50 subscribers in Leonia Composting Program, 12,880 Ibs food scraps collected since June 2024
- KM reported suggestions from Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council for increasing outreach to
community: flyers, thermometer on Broad to show the level of subscribers; currently working on
updates to municipal calendar.

Recycling Updates:
- CG is working with Keri Mescall (DPW) on creating a new flyer on recycling for residents.

Highwood Hills Updates:
- ANIJEC Open Space Project Grant received— Originally 1.5k, increased to 3k with additional
funds from Veolia Water
- Will build bridges and add new paths in Highwood Hills
- Will add signs: invasive weeds, info about trees, and new Welcome signs at both PP &
Leonia entrances.
- Christoph Hesterbrink was contacted by a resident who wants to plant tree in honor of a
passed family member; discussed possibility of making this available to others.
- GF — Planning Board discussed possible issue pertaining to backyard home expansion on
Highwood Hills
- Concerns about light obscurity
Green Acres Application (sculpture garden & senior center)
- No longer necessary — already designated in past, however these areas were omitted from the
last ROSI (Recreation and Open Space Inventory).

Mayor’s Youth Advisory Committee ideas:
- Certify business owners as eco-friendly; sticker or sign would be placed in window if they met
criteria (i.e. subscribe to Skip the Stuff guidelines)
- ACTION PLAN: reach out to store owners to discuss reducing waste

“Skip the Stuff” Updates:
ACTION PLAN: GF- Simplify the draft for store owners.
- Core concept: only give out plastic utensils/condiments if asked.
- ACTION PLAN: Create educational materials for store owners
- Recruit small teams to discuss with store owners -CG
- Request the utensils option for Uber Eats restaurants



- ACTION PLAN: KM and CG to discuss with Keri at DPW: unifying Recycle coach
with written materials

Action Plan: Madeleine and Noelle to coordinate the clothing swap idea
Postponed discussions of Opposing Bigger Trucks and NJPACT REAL to next meeting.
KM will check in again re: SAFE Project: high school students from BA.
(no response to most recent inquiry)
KM will email reminder that compost is available to Municipal Composting subscribers.

LC reported that Climate Superfund Act has not yet been passed.

Meeting adjourned @8:34pm



