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BOROUGH OF LEONIA 
Leonia Planning Board 

MINUTES 
 

May 28, 2025 7:30 PM LEONIA NEW MUNICIPAL CENTER 
 
The Borough of Leonia Planning Board held its regular meeting on May 28, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. in the Leonia Municipal 
Center located at 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ. 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. 

FLAG SALUTE 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:​ Chairman Michael DeGidio, Mayor Bill Ziegler, Councilman Christoph Hesterbrink, Patrick 
Botten, Timothy Ford, Sean Thompson,  Damee Choi, Gilbert Friedman, Haeseok Ko 

MEMBER(S) ABSENT:​ ​ Vice Chair Gold, Rick Pumo 

ALSO PRESENT:​ Attorney – Dan Steinhagen 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES​
Motion to Approve the minutes of the April 23, 2025, regular meeting was made by: Councilman Christoph Hesterbrink 

and Seconded by Mr. Botten. 

 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes 
Vice Chair Gold: Absent Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 
Mr. Thompson: 
Mr. Pumo 

Yes 
Absent 

Ms. Choi: 
Mr. Ko 

Abstain 
Abstain 

Mr. Friedman: Yes 
 

 

Motion Passes.​
 

RESOLUTIONS 

PB25-01 – 32 Palmer Place – William Hollar  – Request for side yard setback, request for combined side yard setback 

 

A motion to approve the resolution was made by: Mayor Ziegler and Seconded by Mr. Botten. 
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On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:1 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes 
Vice Chair Gold: Absent Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 
Mr. Thompson: 
Mr. Pumo 

Yes 
Absent 

Ms. Choi: 
Mr. Ko 

NQ* 
NQ* 

Mr. Friedman: Yes 
 

  

NEW/CONTINUING APPLICATIONS 

​
DISCUSSION ON BOARD MATTERS – NEW/OLD BUSINESS 

Consistency Review-Ordinance 2025-12 Developer Fees 

The Planning Board discussed Ordinance 2025-12 regarding increasing developer fees, which had been introduced by the 

Mayor and Council for a consistency review. The Board’s Attorney, Dan Steinhagen, explained that the ordinance aligns 

with state law, and allows the collection of the maximum amount to replenish the Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 

 Mr. Botten moved to find the ordinance consistent with the Master Plan, seconded by Councilman Hesterbrink. 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes 
Vice Chair Gold: Absent Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 
Mr. Thompson: 
Mr. Pumo 

Yes 
Yes 

Ms. Choi: 
Mr. Ko 

Yes 
Absent 

Mr. Friedman: Yes 
 

 

Motion Passes. 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

Councilman Hesterbrink shared that the Mayor and Council passed the affordable housing set-aside ordinance at their 

last meeting. The Mayor and Council also changed several provisions in the property maintenance ordinance, primarily in 

regards to fees. 

The Department of Environmental Protection has also been visiting several Green Acres sites in Leonia. 

New Jersey Institute of Technology has been assisting the Borough in tackling pervasive flooding issues, and will conduct 

in-person site visits. 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business presented, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by: Mayor Ziegler and seconded by Mr. 
Botten. 
All in Favor – Motion Passed 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Andreanna Papatheodorou 
Planning Board Secretary 

1 NQ=Not Qualified to vote on this matter due to an absence at a prior Planning Board meeting. 
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