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Environmental Commission Meeting  

 
 
 
 
 

Leonia Environmental Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday, June 3rd, 2025 7:30 p.m. 
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ 

 
 
 
Present: Lela Charney (LC), Christie Evens (CE), Gilbert Friedman (GF), Greg Martire 

(GM), Karen Marx (KM) (Chair), Rupal Mistry (RM), Madeline Murray (MM), 
William Russell (WR), Diane Scarangella (DS) 

Apologies:  Julie Marx (JM), Ashley Ryu (AR), Ann Sayari (AS), Noelle Terrell (NT), John 
Villareal (JV) 

Guest:  Natalie Obysosky (NO) 
 
1. KM call the meeting to order with quorum at 7.30pm 

 
2. Members approved the minutes of the meeting held on May 6th 2025.  

 
3. Recycling Reports / Updates:  

a. Department of Public Works (DPW): Update not provided. DS highlighted that the DPW 
are extremely resource constrained but it is important for there to be a closer 
connection / better coordination between the Environmental Commission (EC) and the 
DPW, particularly considering the recycling initiatives that the EC is hoping to launch.  

b. Backyard Composting Tour: KM reported that the composting tour (Saturday June 17, 
2025) was attended by a core interested group of about 12 residents. Participate were 
able to take the tour at their own pace within a two-hour window but this resulted in 
some participate not having enough time to visit all the gardens. DS suggested a more 
structured timetable would be helpful in future. CE suggested the EC bring back the 
organic garden tour. WR suggested that these tours could be connect to the community 
map / augmented tours project. 

c. Municipal Composting: KM provided an update on the municipal composting. Currently, 
about 49 subscribers and 11,696lb collected. KM noted that food waste counts towards 
the municipality’s recycled tonnage waste – thereby increasing the rebate provided by 
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the State for recycled materials. Important that this is highlighted in the promotion of 
any municipal scheme.  

d. Council Report: N/A 

e. SAFE Update: KM provided an update on the students participating in the Sustainable 
Allelopathic Field Eradication (SAFE) Project. The students are formulating a non-
pesticide solution to eradicate Japanese Stilt Grass in Highwood Hills. EC funds were 
allocated for this project in 2024 and Councilor Christoph Hesterbrink is responsible for 
fund allocation. KM overseeing the project which is due to be implemented in the next 
couple of months.   

 
4. May 6th 2025 Action Items Updates:  

a. KM to ensure changes to the EC membership are on the agenda for the Council to 
approve.  

b. KM confirmed that the issues with Recycle Coach not recognizing Leonia have now 
been resolved. 

c. WR has been in touch with JV to get the recycling flyer updated, DPW costs related to 
municipal composting and training opportunities for the EC and the wider Leonia 
community. They will meet on June 4th 2025 to discuss further. WR is willing to take the 
lead with support from EC members on putting recycling training materials for the town. 

d. Regarding the “Skip the Stuff Ordinance” KM reported that Wood Park Director advised 
that parental permission would be required for students to participate in outreach with 
local businesses. Commissioners discussed the need for an ordinance and the if / how 
it can be enforced. CE suggests softer approaches can be used to educate local 
business owners and bring them on board before the ordinance comes into effect. High 
school students can provide business with information in multiple languages. LC 
suggested local businesses be engaged in drafting the ordinance and getting the 
Leonia Chamber of Commerce involved in the preparation and passing of the 
ordinance. GF agrees to draft the ordinance.  

 
5. Discussions: 

a. Summer intern to work on recycling info: KM to meet with Calvin Gonzalez once the 
school year has ended. This initiative can be dovetailed with other recycling initiatives 
the EC is working on. 

b. Summer internship proposal: Leonia High School student Natalie Obysosky (NO) 
presented her summer internship proposal to put together a team of High School 
students to explore the establishment of a town-wide food scrap collection. 
Commissioners agreed it would be a valuable exercise to understand the feasibility of 
such a program in Leonia. There is a need to understand the work that has been done 
in Leonia before on this, what other communities have done, barriers / challenges and 
how this could be overcome. Commissioners agreed to mentor / support the internship 
and in the first instance requested that NO outline the scope of the project (Overall 
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aim/goal, specific objectives, activities and timeline). RM agreed to support NO to draft 
this initial document.  

c. June Topic: MM / RM presented options for the EC to organize household good 
exchange events in Leonia. Commissioners agreed that in the first instance a survey 
was needed to understand what goods Leonia residents would be interested in 
exchanging and what the best format would be. MM/RM to conduct a resident survey 
before the program concept is finalized and presented to the Mayor and Council (if 
necessary). 

d. Green Team Formation: KM raised the question on establishing a Green Team in 
Leonia, which would be required if Leonia would become a member of Sustainable 
Jersey initiative. WR to look into further.  

 
6. Action Items Review: 

 
 

 
7. Commissioner Comments:  Commissioners discussed the ordinance. CE suggested 

involving students (possibly from Wood Park Leadership program) to liaise with Leonia 
restaurants and cafes to raise awareness/explain the environmental benefits/waste 
reduction that would result.  
 

8. Meeting was adjourned at   


