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BOROUGH OF LEONIA 
Leonia Planning Board 

MINUTES 
 

April 23, 2025 7:30 PM LEONIA NEW MUNICIPAL CENTER 
 
The Borough of Leonia Planning Board held its regular meeting on APRIL 23, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. located at 229 Fort Lee 
Road, Leonia, NJ. 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. 

FLAG SALUTE 

OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:​ Chairman Michael DeGidio, Vice Chair Ira Gold, Mayor Bill Ziegler, Councilman Christoph 
Hesterbrink, Patrick Botten, Timothy Ford, Sean Thompson, Gilbert Friedman, Rick Pumo 

MEMBER(S) ABSENT:​ ​  Damee Choi and Haeseok Ko. 

ALSO PRESENT:​ Attorney – Dan Steinhagen 

      
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Motion to approve the minutes of the March 26, 2025, regular meeting made by: Mr. Botten and Seconded by Mayor 

Ziegler. 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows: 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes 
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 
Mr. Thompson: Yes Mr. Friedman: Yes Mr. Pumo: Yes 

 
 

NEW AND CONTINUING APPLICATIONS 

PB25-01 – 32 Palmer Place – William Hollar and Michelle Terzini-Hollar – Request for side yard setback, request for 

combined side yard setback 

Michelle Terzini-Hollar first spoke on behalf of the application. She described choosing Leonia for its family friendliness, 

and now would like to be able to take care of her and her husband’s elderly parents full-time in their home. To do so, 

they seek a variance to build a wheelchair accessible ramp on the side of their home. 

Joseph Bruno, the project’s architect, spoke on behalf of the application. He has been a licensed architect in New Jersey 

since 1988. Mr. Bruno presented four photographs depicting the home from several different angles. These photos were 

taken by Mr. Hollar less than a week prior to the meeting.  
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Mr. Bruno explained the topography of the property, and why the variance they are seeking is the only reasonable 

variance available. He indicated that they discounted a ramp placed in the front of their home because it would be 

unsightly and not in character with the neighborhood. Also, in order for the ramp not to be too steep, the ramp would 

have to go from the public sidewalk to the front door, eliminating all front yard space. Mr. Bruno said that for these 

reasons, they decided against a ramp in the front. 

A southside ramp on the side of their home would be safer because they could connect it to their deck, which would 

allow it to be wheelchair accessible and safer than it would be if it were placed elsewhere. 

Chair DeGidio asked if this project would impact any of the trees already existing on the property. Mr. Bruno indicated 

that only the shrubs, not the trees, would be affected. 

Chair DeGidio also asked if the project would disrupt any other plantings, especially plants that provide privacy screening 

to the neighboring properties. 

Chair DeGidio also clarified that the minimum width of the ramp would be four feet in order to accommodate the 

wheelchair. 

Mayor Ziegler also asked if the concrete driveway would also be redone under this project. If so, he requested the 

applicants consider rain-permeable building materials. 

Mr. Friedman asked if all neighbors had been given notice and if those neighbors had objected. It was noted that several 

neighbors were present for this meeting. 

Mr. Steinhagen asked how far out a ramp in the front yard would have to project in order to be safe for a wheelchair. Mr. 

Bruno said that even if the ramp went out all the way out, it would be very steep, disruptive, and unsightly. It would also 

need its own variance. 

Melissa Straub at 28 Palmer Place, who is the next door neighbor to the Hollar family, expressed her full support for the 

project. 

Mr. Ford made a Motion to Approve the application, with an amendment that the applicants utilize rain-permeable 

surface building materials when they redo their concrete driveway. It was Seconded by Mr. Botten. 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes 
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 
Mr. Thompson: Yes Mr. Friedman: Yes Mr. Pumo: Yes 

 
 
 

The application is approved. 
 
DISCUSSION ON BOARD MATTERS – NEW/OLD BUSINESS 

Consistency Review-Ordinance 2025-11 Mandatory Affordable Set-aside 
Also discussed during the March meeting, the Ordinance aims to establish that 20% of all new development must be 
set-aside as affordable housing units. 
Motion to find the Ordinance consistent with the Master Plan and Fair Share Housing Plan was made by Mayor Ziegler 
and Seconded by Mr. Botten. 
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On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes 
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 
Mr. Thompson: Yes Mr. Friedman: Yes Mr. Pumo: Yes 

 
 
 

The Ordinance was deemed consistent. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – CORRESPONDENCE 
No members of the public were present to make a public comment.​
 
COUNCIL LIASON REPORT 
Councilman Hesterbrink shared that the Mayor and Council adopted an Ordinance regarding flood damage.  
 
BOARD ATTORNEY REPORT 

An amendment needs to be made to the Fair Share Housing Plan. Mr. Steinhagen suggested a joint meeting between the 
Mayor and Council and the Leonia Planning Board on June 25th, 2025.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business presented, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mayor Zieglerand Seconded by Mr. 

Botten. 

 

All in Favor — Motion passed 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Andreanna Papatheodorou 
Planning Board Secretary 

 


