Leonia Environmental Commission

Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 6th, 2025 7:30 p.m.
Leonia Municipal Center, 229 Fort Lee Road, Leonia, NJ

Present: Lela Charney (LC), Christie Evens (CE), Gilbert Friedman (GF), Greg Martire
(GM), Julie Marx (JM), Karen Marx (KM) (Chair), Rupal Mistry (RM), William
Russell (WR), Diane Scarangella (DS)

Apologies: Madeline Murray (MM), Ashley Ryu (AR), Ann Sayari (AS), Noelle Terrell (NT),
John Villareal (JV)

1. Minutes approved 4/1

2. Commission Membership: Commissioner Pat Botten resigned on 04/01/25. Alternate |
Commissioner RM will become Commissioner, and Associate Member JM will become
Alternate I. The Commission would like to thank Pat Botten for his service.

Action: KM to request change be updated on the Environmental Commission page
on the Borough website.

3. Recycling Reports / Updates :

a. DPW update not provided. However DS noted that garbage tipping fees for April 2025
were $17,000. Potential for reducing this cost through municipal composting pilot
(Agenda item 5)

b. GM highlighted an issue with the Recycle Coach app not recognizing Leonia.
Action:KM to follow up to ensure that Leonia is recognized on the App

c. KM posted a recycling question Leonia Talks group in April 2025 to ascertain the
queries Leonia residents have about current recycling criteria. Committee discussed
the responses and plan of action to address questions raised. Whilst Commissioners
are still unclear on some aspects of recycling, despite efforts for clarity from GM,
Commissioners agreed that updating key points for accessing information - Recycle
Coach, Leonia Talks, Borough Website and Borough Calendar - with current available
recycling information essential starting point.



Action: WR to speak with JV and DPW team about updating information with
latest recycling information and the opportunity for one commissioner to join
recycling training events that the DPW participates in. WR to discuss ways in
which DPW and Environmental Commission can create better channels of
communications.

d. Commissioners discussed a question raised about the limited timings (currently
Mon-Fri 10am to 2pm) for styrofoam dropoff a DPW and the need to promote
alternatives.

Action: KM and GF to publicize Ridgefield Park styrofoam collection days as
alternative to Leonia DPW drop off

4. Recreation Center Proposal: Commissioners discussed the recent email from the Mayor
and Council on the proposal for the development of a new Fire Station and Recreation
Center, circulated in April 2025. The Environmental Commission has been asked to
provide support from the proposal being submitted to the office of the NJ Governor.
Commissioners agreed to support the project and those present provided signatures of
support for the funding request.

Action: KM to submit the Environmental Commission’s letter of support to the
Mayor and Council.

5. Grant Proposals:
a. Green Acres: Letter of support for Green Acres designation for Sculpture Garden,
letter of support
b. ANJEC Proposal: KM advised the proposal was being finalised for new signage and
paths in Highwood Hllls. KM working with Councilmember Christoph Hesterbrink,
GM and RM. DS suggested including support from Friends of Highwood Hills,
Shade Tree Commission, and Sculpture Garden in the proposal.

6. Municipal Food Composting Pilot: Commissioners discussed the mayor’s strategic plan
for Leonia Food Waste proposal. The proposal involves replacing one of the weekly
garbage collections with a food waste collection. The Mayor and Council wanted support
from the Environmental Commission to put together a fully costed proposal for a
municipal composting pilot. WR highlighted the importance of promoting the wider
sustainability benefits of such a project as well as any potential cost savings. DS
highlighted the need to provide the Mayor with costs so as to enable a financial analysis
of such a project to be implemented.

Action: KM to provide the mayor with information on the number of households
participating the current Neighbor Compost (NC) scheme and the amount of
compost collected, as well as information on what NC would charge for one
weekly pick up from DPW

7. “Skip the Stuff’ Ordinance: Commissioners discussed the ordinance. CE suggested
involving students (possibly from Wood Park Leadership program) to liaise with Leonia



restaurants and cafes to raise awareness/explain the environmental benefits/waste
reduction that would result.

8. Internships/Volunteering Opportunities:

a. KM received inquiry about summer internship opportunities from a Local HS student
(not Leonia HS). CE suggested that interns could be used to support the recycling
information efforts - Previously Leonia HS students had created a comprehensive
recycling web page where users could search by item. This was superseded by the
introduction of the Recycle Coach website but as highlighted by KM’s questionnaire,
Leonia residents need more clarity.

Action: KM to respond to the student to discuss the need to work on updating
current recycling information and community awareness / communication
efforts.

b. KM received inquiry from Wood Park Leadership program for volunteering
opportunities for 6th-8th Graders over the summer.

Action: KM to respond to Director suggesting awareness raising of the “Skip
the Stuff” Ordinance (see agenda item 7).

9. Backyard Composting: KM updated Commissioners on the Backyard Composting tour to
be held on 17 May 2025. KM shared a flyer promoting the event created by CE, as well
as an informational flyer on the how-to’s Backyard Composting created by AS for the

leonianj.gov website.
Action: KM/AS to report back on the event at the next meeting

10. NJ Superfund: LC reported 33 municipalities have signed on to support the Superfund
Resolution.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm


http://leonianj.gov

