BOROUGH OF LEONIA BUILDING DEPARTMENT
SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE

As per Borough Code Chapter 247, property owners are responsible for
maintaining sidewalks in good and passable condition. Property owners should
hire a qualified contractor to repair or replace sidewalks.

DO NOT SHAVE TREE ROOTS! Damaging a tree during the course of sidewalk
repair is not tolerated and will be subject to violations including imposition of fines
and tree replacement fees.

If you wish to remove the tree, you must apply for a TREE REMOVAL PERMIT
at the Building Department.

To address sidewalk sections that have been raised due to tree roots, there are a
variety of repair strategies including a combination of the following:

Tree Bed Expansion. As trees grow, they may require more
space in the sidewalk. This technique involves the removal or
cutting of damaged sidewalk flags from the area directly
surrounding the tree and expansion of the tree bed. Expanding the
soil surface around the tree is the most common repair method for
preventing future sidewalk damage. This practice also increases
the permeable surface around the tree to help absorb stormwater.

Although expansion will create a larger tree bed, sidewalk
clearance must always meet accessibility standards.

Minor Movement and Damage. If the displacement is less than one inch, consider grinding down
the raised edge.

New alternative — Rubber Sidewalk. This material, comprised primarily of recycled tires, is
flexible and porous, allowing plenty of water to seep down to the roots. Advocates say rubber
sidewalks are softer and safer in the event of a fall, as well. Also, gum doesn’t stick to rubber
sidewalks, and cigarettes won’t burn them.
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Ramping. This solution involves gradually sloping the new
sidewalk over the root system, adding additional base material
where necessary to allow space for root growth and avoid root
cutting while assuring a smooth, even sidewalk surface.

Strengthening. When installing pavement over tree roots or
where tree roots are expected to grow, reinforcing concrete with
rebar or wire mesh can reduce uneven lifting and cracking in the
future.

Curving. Typically employed when the tree exists in a lawn pit,
this method involves removing damaged concrete and creating a
new sidewalk in an arc around the tree.
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Asphalt or Rubber Wedges.
Creating a ramp via asphalt or
installation of a rubber wedge
can be used as a simple
technique to remove tripping
hazards due to sidewalks
elevated by tree roots. Rubber
wedges come in many widths
and elevations and may be
purchased online (ex, Amazon).

Replace concrete with interlocking paver blocks or rubber
pavers. This alternative will not slow pavement lifting, but will
allow for a smoother transition and the removal of blocks that
have lifted too high. Pavers are installed by removing the
concrete and base materials above the roots and removing the soil
between the roots (if needed) using a supersonic air excavation
tool, installing a new sub-base of coarse sand or pea gravel and
leveling and compacting the sub-base slightly above the existing
roots. Install a geotextile fabric on top of the base, install and
compact a coarse sand base layer, and finally, install the pavers.
Paver joints should not be mortared.

In all circumstances, please consult with a licensed contractor who is
experienced and qualified in the repair of displaced sidewalks due to tree root
growth.
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