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WELCOMING COMMUNITY RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia has always been a diverse community comprised of
residents whose families originated from a wide variety of cultures and nations; and

WHEREAS, foreign-and-domestic-born Leonia residents have been and remain a vital
part of our community to the vibrant, special community that we all value; and

WHEREAS, the Leonia Police Department strives to follow a community policing
policy, in which the law is upheld and enforced while promoting effective relationships
and collaborative partnerships between law enforcement and the public, and are
complemented by the Leonia Volunteer Fire Department in making this a safer and
stronger community for all; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia recognize that unlawful
discrimination impedes the social and economic progress of a community by
preventing its residents and visitors from fully contributing to the cultural, spiritual,
social and economic life of the community, and that positive contributions by all
Leonia’s residents continue to play an essential role in the community’s growth,
vitality and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council recognize that while unlawful, it is not a crime to
be an undocumented immigrant, and the act of being present in the U.S. in violation
of the immigration laws is not, standing alone, a violation of federal crime law; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council encourage the Leonia Police Department to not
approach any individual for the sole purpose of determining their immigration status
and to act in accordance with the Attorney General Law Enforcement Directive No.
2018-6 v2.0; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia is duty-bound to cooperate in all criminal
investigations and to share relevant information as requested with federal, state,
county and local authorities to keep Leonians safe; and
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Leonia publicly express the passage of this Resolution that the Borough is
committed to ensuring that residents and visitors can feel welcome, safe and able to
fully participate in, and contribute positively to, our community’s social and economic
life; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia,
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, do hereby encourage all residents of Leonia to
redouble their efforts in reaching out and welcoming all those who live in and visit our
great community.

I hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted by the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Leonia at a meeting of said Borough Council on February 19, 2025.

Qs Mol

Jonathan Mandel, RMC
Borough Clerk




