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RESOLUTION TO AFFIRM THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA’S COMMITMENT TO
LGBTQ+ EQUALITY AND TO STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE LGBTQ+
COMMUNITY

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia has always been a diverse and inclusive
community, comprised of residents from a wide variety of cultures, backgrounds, and
identities; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia recognize that diversity,
equity, and inclusion are essential to the well-being and progress of our community,
and that all individuals—regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, nationality, gender
identity, sexual orientation, or immigration status—deserve to live, work, and thrive in
an environment free from discrimination and harassment; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia stands against any efforts—local, state, or
national—that seek to roll back protections or erase the identities of LGBTQ+ (Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning and all other gender identities
and sexual orientations) individuals, particularly in education and public policy;

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia is committed to ensuring that all LGBTQ+ residents
and visitors feel safe, valued, and supported in our community, including in our
schools, workplaces, public spaces, and local government; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey State Law Against Discrimination (LAD) represents one of the
strongest anti-discrimination laws in the country, prohibiting discrimination based on
actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression in all
public and non-religious private New Jersey schools and requiring schools not only to
proactively combat LGBTQ+ harassment but to actively affirm and welcome LGBTQ+
individuals and groups into the full life and experience of the school community; and

WHEREAS LGBTQ+ individuals and residents have been and remain a vital part of
our community which we all value; and

WHEREAS, LGBTQ+ individuals continue to face escalating discrimination,
harassment, and exclusion in many aspects of life, and it is the responsibility of
municipalities to protect the rights of all individuals and to foster a culture of
acceptance, inclusion, and respect; and
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council recognize that LGBTQ+ youth are particularly
vulnerable to bullying, discrimination, and exclusion, and affirm the importance of
fostering a community where all young people feel seen, supported, and safe; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Leonia reaffirm their commitment to foster a welcoming, inclusive, and equitable
community for LGBTQ+ residents, ensuring that all individuals, regardless of gender
identity or sexual orientation, can fully participate in and contribute to the social and
economic life of Leonia; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in further commitment to these values, the Borough of
Leonia declares June as LGBTQ+ Pride Month in Leonia to honor the history,
achievements, and ongoing struggles of the LGBTQ+ community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, henceforth, a Saturday in June, will be selected and
designated each year by the Borough of Leonia as Leonia’s Pride Celebration Day,
commemorating the contributions of LGBTQ+ individuals and fostering a spirit of
inclusion and solidarity; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to visibly affirm the Borough’s commitment to LGBTQ+
equality, Pride flags will be displayed throughout the town and at Borough Hall for the
duration of Pride Month each year; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Borough of Leonia stands in solidarity with
LGBTQ+ residents, workers, and visitors, and remains committed to policies and
practices that uphold dignity, respect, and equal protection for all.

I hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted by the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Leonia at a meeting of said Borough Council on April 21, 2025.

Db Mool A

Jonathan Mandel, RMC
Borough Clerk




