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RESOLUTION CONDEMNING THE RISE OF ANTI-SEMITISM

WHEREAS, in 2010 the United States Department of State adopted the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance's "working definition" of antisemitism
that states: "Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as
hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are
directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward
Jewish community institutions and religious facilities;"

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Attorney General's Office 2020 Bias Incident Report
reported 298 anti-Jewish bias incidents across New Jersey in 2020, which accounts
for 76% of reported incidents motivated by the victim's religion, and several recent
incidents of antisemitism have occurred in and around New Jersey;

WHEREAS, the United States Congress recognized the rise in hate crimes and
recently passed the bipartisan supported COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, which
included provisions of the Khalid Jabara and Heather Heyer National Opposition to
Hate, Assault, and Threats to Equality Act (Jabara-Heyer No Hate Act). The Jabra-
Heyer No Hate Act combats the recent surge of hate crimes by improving data
collection of hate crimes and providing support to law enforcement agencies at the
federal, state and local levels for personnel training and community education about
hate crimes;

WHEREAS, Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia finds that these
hateful acts are detrimental to fostering safe and harmonious communities;

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia have residents of diverse faiths and
religions represented within our Leonian community;

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia on June 1, 2020
unanimously resolved and declared racism as a public health crisis to the residents of
Leonia and unanimously passed a resolution to support measures at the municipal
and state level to combat the insidious and persistent impact of racism;

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia on March 1, 2021
unanimously resolved and declared solidarity with the Asian-American and Asian
community against racism, xenophobia and discrimination and unanimously passed a
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resolution to support measures at the municipal and state level to combat the
insidious and persistent impact of racism and xenophobia;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council to:

1.

20

Stand in solidarity against hatred and intolerance in all forms;

Condemn and denounce antisemitism as an attack based on religion and
ethnicity and pledge to fight against the growing forces of hate, intolerance,
bigotry, racism, xenophobia, homophobia, and all others who, through their
words and actions, seek to tear apart the very fabric of our nation;

Recognize that one of the foundations of our democracy is “e pluribus unum,”
meaning “from many, one” and celebrate our diversity as a nation of many
origins and faiths as the bedrock of our great democracy;

Recognize the immense contribution to Leonia and our American democracy
from the Jewish community and honor the diverse faiths and religions
represented within our Leonia community;

Call on public officials in other municipalities and at the state level to condemn
and denounce antisemitism as well as rhetoric and acts of intolerance and hate
based on gender, religion, race, ethnicity and sexual orientation;

Continue to promote and advocate for equality and equity through all policies
approved by the Mayor and Council;

Support local, state, regional, and federal initiatives that advance efforts to
dismantle systemic racism and prejudice;

Further work to solidify alliances and partnerships with other organizations
that are confronting hatred, intolerance and prejudice and encourage other
local, state, regional and national entities to recognize bigotry and intolerance
as a public health crisis;

Support community efforts, including through the Mayor's Advisory Committee
on Racial Equity, to amplify community efforts to combat discrimination and
intolerance while engaging actively and authentically with communities of color
and faiths;

10.Promote and support policies and resources that prioritize the health of all

people, such as bystander intervention programs like_
https:/ /www.ihollaback.org/bystanderintervention/;

11.Encourage racial and equity training among all community partners, vendors

and contractors;
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12.Call upon Bergen County Executive Tedesco and the Bergen County Board of
Commissioners to declare bigotry and intolerance as a public health crisis and
to enact equity in all policies in the County of Bergen;

13.Call upon Governor Murphy, State Senate President Sweeney, and State
Assembly Speaker Coughlin to also declare bigotry and intolerance as a public
health crisis and to enact equity in all policies of the state of New Jersey;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to
Governor Murphy, Senate President Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Coughlin, Senator
Weinberg, Assemblywoman Huttle, Assemblyman Johnson and Bergen County
Executive Tedesco, for their review and potential action.

I hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted by the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of Leonia at a meeting of said Borough Council gn June 14, 2021.
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~ 7 "Anthe Dodd, RMC
Borough Clerk




