
Environmental Commission Meeting 
April 1, 2025 
 
Attendance: Karen Marx, Lela Charney, Rupal Mistry, Julie Marx, Diane Scarangella, Ann 
Sayari, Greg Martire, Gilbert Friedman, William Russell, Ashley Ryu, Rachel Yoo 
 
Minutes 3/4/25 approved 
 
Updates:  

●​ Municipal Composting: 48 subscribers, 9485 lbs collected 
●​ ACS Global Feast: 3 pails of scraps collected; EC members reported difficulty getting 

adults to deposit their scraps, kids were more receptive. More coordination appears to 
be required ahead of time, as garbage cans were abundant and food scrap containers 
couldn’t compete.  Possible actions for next event: Increase signage and communication 
about composting well in advance.  

●​ Highwood Hills: 
○​ Trash from Fort Lee Plaza West is a problem; Karen reported attempts to contact 

Fort Lee Environmental committee and DPW have not progressed. 
○​ Discussed possibility of adding recycling bins for cans at both sides due to large 

number of cans deposited in Pal Park bins as well as littering of cans. 
●​ Reduce Plastics: 

○​ Will add info to website 
○​ Julie described Pact Collective available in certain stores, i.e. Sephora, where 

one can recycle used cosmetic containers/dental floss/toothbrushes 
○​ Discussion held re: Skip The Stuff ordinance; agreed to read template and 

Maplewood’s ordinance, and discuss more fully at next meeting. How would this 
align with NJ Legislature Bill S3195? 

●​ ANJEC grant: 
○​ Discussion held; agreed that increasing signage and trails in Highwood Hills is 

best area for application. 
●​ Leonia Day: 

○​ Suggestion to post on Leonia Talks to publicize event and musical performance 
of The Fourth Kingdom 

 
 
Commissioner Comments: 

●​ Lela discussed need to find location for Trex benches  
●​ Area 4 in Overpeck: Diane has inquired about ongoing/future plans, however has not 

received any response. 
●​ Rupal suggested composting food on Leonia Day; discuss with Neighborhood Compost 

as promo; investigate possibility of free containers to encourage subscribers 
●​ Ashley reported on LHS fundraiser for greenhouse; internship possibilities 

 
 



 
ACTION ITEMS: 

1.​ Check survey map to ascertain Fort Lee/Leonia boundaries in regards to trash problem 
and amelioration. 

2.​ Karen will pursue emails with Fort Lee. 
3.​ Investigate adding recycling bin for cans. 
4.​ Consider Skip The Stuff ordinance for discussion. 
5.​ Complete ANJEC grant application. 
6.​ Inquire about composting food at Leonia Day. 
7.​ Inquire about bins to promote Leonia Composts. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:08 
 
 


