Why Waste Waste?
\ Compost at home and make nature’s fertilizer!

Leonia will have its first backyard composting tour May 17 from 1pm - 2pm
Check Leonia’s website for more information!
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Composting 101

What is composting?

Composting is nature’s way of recycling. It’s the
process where organic materials decompose and
are recycled into a dark, crumbly, earthy smelling
soil fertilizer.

Why compost?

* Reduces water use by increasing water holding

* Reduces garbage collection and landfill use

* Reduces the need for soil and plant

* Quickand fun way to do part for the environment

Where to use your compost?
* Mulch for trees & beds

* Soil booster for gardens or lawns

* DIY potting mix

Leonia Environmental Commission



Types of
Compost
Bins

Store bought or homemade, many bins will do!
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What to compost?

The best compost is produced from a green (source of nitrogen) and
brown (source of carbon) waste. Apply to your compost bin or heap in

H OW tO layers with a sprinkle of Garotta on each layer.

Brown
(Carbon):

build your g

Dead leaves

compost

Egg cartons

Untreated
wood chips

Toilet rolls

Wood ash
(not coal)
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Troubleshooting:

SYMPTOM

Pile has a rotten odor

Pile has ammonia odor

Pileis dry

Low pile temperature (pileis
not composting)

Pests (rats, raccoons, insects)

PROBLEM

Not enough air

Too many greens

Not enough water; too
much woody material

Pile is too small
Insufficient moisture
Poor aeration

Lack of nitrogen

Cold weather

Presence of meat or fatty
food scraps

SOLUTION

Turn pile

Add brown material like
leaves/straw

Turn and moisten; add fresh
greens

Add new materials
Add water
Turn pile

Mix in greens like grass or food
scraps

Insulate pile with layer of straw
or cover with tarp

Remove from pile
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https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs811/

Let’s make
Leonia
greener
together!

Home composting is a simple way to reduce garbage,
enrich soil, and support a healthier environment.
Let’s keep Leonia green!

Visit Rutgers Home Composting for more
composting resources or contact the Leonia
Environmental Commission for local workshops.

Check out the recently published article in the New
Yorker about NYC’s New Compost Cops!

Leonia will have its first backyard composting tour
May 17 from 1pm — 2pm. Check Leonia’s website for
more information!
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https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs811/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2025/05/05/meet-the-citys-new-compost-cops
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