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BOROUGH OF LEONIA  
Leonia Planning Board  

MINUTES  

January 16, 2025 7:30 PM LEONIA NEW MUNICIPAL CENTER  

The Borough of Leonia Planning Board held a special meeting on JANUARY 16, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. located at 229 Fort Lee  
Road, Leonia, NJ.  

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM.  

FLAG SALUTE  

OPEN MEETING STATEMENT  

ROLL CALL  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Michael DeGidio, Vice Chair Ira Gold, Mayor Bill Ziegler, Councilman Christoph  
Hesterbrink, Patrick Botten, Timothy Ford, Sean Thompson, Damee Choi, Gilbert   
Friedman, Haeseok Ko, Rick Pumo  

MEMBER(S) ABSENT: None.  

ALSO PRESENT: Attorney – Dan Steinhagen Planner - Kendra Lelie  

DISCUSSION ON BOARD MATTERS – NEW/OLD BUSINESS  

Housing Element and Fair Share Plan-Public Hearing/Consideration of Adoption  

Planner Kendra Lelie of Kyle + McManus Associates presented the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan. Several  
members of the Board asked questions and requested editorial changes to the document, which were addressed  
satisfactorily by Ms. Lelie.   

A public comment period was opened by the Chair, to which no members of the public in attendance chose to speak.  

Following the presentation, a Motion to Adopt the presented Housing Element and Fair Share Plan (with minor  
corrections) was made by Mayor Ziegler and Seconded by Mr. Botten.  

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes  
Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes  
Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Yes  

Mr. Friedman expressed concern that the language in the Resolution regarding fair share obligations and land use  

capacity did not meet the standards set out by the coinciding Statute. Mr. Steinhagen and Ms. Lelie clarified the purpose  
of this Resolution. Mr. Friedman had no other concerns. 
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A Motion was made to approve the Resolution by XXX and Seconded by XXX.  

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:  

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Councilman Hesterbrink: Yes Vice Chair Gold: Yes Mr. 
Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Yes  

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – CORRESPONDENCE  
No members of the Public commented.  

CANCELLATION OF JANUARY 22nd MEETING  
With no business planned, a Motion to Cancel the January 22nd meeting was made by Mr. Botten and Seconded by Mr.  
Ford.  

All in Favor — Motion passed  

ADJOURNMENT  
With no further business presented, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilman Hesterbrink and  

Seconded by Mayor Ziegler.  

All in Favor — Motion passed  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Andreanna Papatheodorou  
Planning Board Secretary 
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