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BOROUGH OF LEONIA 
Leonia Planning Board 

MINUTES 
 

February 26, 2025 7:30 PM LEONIA NEW MUNICIPAL CENTER 
 
The Borough of Leonia Planning Board held its regular meeting on FEBRUARY 26, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. located at 229 Fort 
Lee Road, Leonia, NJ. 
Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. 

FLAG SALUTE 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:​ Chairman Michael DeGidio, Vice Chair Ira Gold, Mayor Bill Ziegler, Councilman Christoph 
Hesterbrink, Patrick Botten, Timothy Ford, Sean Thompson, Damee Choi, Haeseok Ko. 

MEMBER(S) ABSENT:​ ​ Gilbert Friedman and Rick Pumo.  

ALSO PRESENT:​ Attorney – Arthur Neiss 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES​
Mr. Botten noted a correction that the meeting was held on January 16th, not January 15th as the meeting minutes 

indicated. Motion to Approve the minutes of the January 16, 2025 reorganization meeting with the date correction was 

made by Councilman Hesterbrink and Seconded by Vice Chair Gold. On roll call vote, the motion was approved.​
 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Vice Chair Gold: Yes 
Councilman 
Hesterbrink: 

Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 

Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent 
Mr. Ko: Yes     

Motion Passes. 

 

A Motion to Approve the minutes of the January 16th, 2025 Special Meeting was made by Mr. Botten and Seconded by 

Vice Chair Gold. 

 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Vice Chair Gold: Yes 
Councilman 
Hesterbrink: 

Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 

Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent 
Mr. Ko: Yes     

Motion Passes. 
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DISCUSSION ON BOARD MATTERS--NEW/OLD BUSINESS 

 

Request for Extension: Reuten Senior Ventures at 2 Christie Heights Street 

 

The Board discussed the Request, noting that the applicant had been unable to start construction on their variance in the 

allotted timeframe due to delays in obtaining State approvals. They were still working with the State in an effort to 

commence construction. Mr. Botten clarified that a one-year extension would mean that Reuten Senior Ventures would 

have to start construction by August 23rd, 2025. A Motion to Approve the extension was made by Mr. Botten and 

Seconded by Mayor Ziegler.  

 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Vice Chair Gold: Yes 
Councilman 
Hesterbrink: 

Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 

Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent 
Mr. Ko: Yes     

Motion Passes. 

 

Request for Extension: 122 Howard Terrace 

 

The Board discussed the Request. The applicant, in his letter to the Board, requested the extension because his family 

had welcomed a new baby. The Board discussed whether in the future it is necessary for applicants to physically appear 

to give testimony. Vice Chair Gold said that he did not believe it was necessary for the current applicants to appear, just 

that it is something for the Board to consider going forward. Chair DeGidio, Vice Chair Gold, and Mr. Botten discussed 

requesting notarized letters, or letters written under the penalty of perjury. A consensus was reached that any member 

of the Board can request for an applicant to appear at Board meetings to give testimony, and that applicants should 

include sworn statements under the penalty of perjury when they write letters to the Board regarding extensions. 

Councilman Hesterbrink said that the request currently in front of the Board was pretty straightforward. A Motion to 

Approve and grant a one-year extension was made by Vice Chair Gold and Seconded by Mr. Ford. 

 

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows 

Mayor Ziegler: Yes Chair DeGidio: Yes Vice Chair Gold: Yes 
Councilman 
Hesterbrink: 

Yes Mr. Botten: Yes Mr. Ford: Yes 

Mr. Thompson: Yes Ms. Choi: Yes Mr. Friedman: Absent 
Mr. Ko: Yes     

Motion Passes. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – CORRESPONDENCE​
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business presented, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by: Mayor Ziegler and seconded by Mr. 
Botten. 
All in Favor – Motion Passed 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Andreanna Papatheodorou 
Planning Board Secretary 

 


