Environmental Commission Meeting March 4, 7:30 p.m.
Attendance:

Karen Marx

Lela Charney
Diane Scarangella
Madeleine Murray
Greg Martire
Rupal Mistry
Gilbert Friedman
William Russell
Julie Marx

Ann Sayari

1. Minutes approved from 2/4/25

2. Municipal composting updates:

a. 8261 Ibs. food scraps diverted since June.

b. 3 more subscribers since last meeting.

c. Currently have 2 bins at Senior Center, 1 at Borough Hall.

d. EC is providing buckets from Neighborhood Compost for food scraps at LMS
International Food Showcase Friday, 3/7. Offered to provide same for ACS
Global Feast but no response yet.

3. Climate Superfund Resolution: scheduled for presentation M & C meeting 3/17. This
can be voted upon during the meeting; EC members should be present. 11 municipalities
have so far passed a similar resolution to explain how it could benefit Leonia.

4. There have been several meetings to discuss Green Acres; areas to apply for include
the Sculpture Garden and the Senior Center.

5. Several Leonia groups are working together, i.e. Leonia Arts,Shade Tree, MACOR, Rec
Center to identify sites for creation of an interactive Walking Tour; the heart of this is the
Sculpture Garden.

a. This could include info about our Municipal Composting program since the bins
are located here.

b. Diane reported discussion in one of those meetings re: creating a parcour course
for Seniors in the empty area north of Senior Center. Possible opportunity for
funding through Green Acres.

c. Green Acres can facilitate areas to build community; they could provide funding
for signs labeling trees, possibly a picnic table to attract food vendors to the area.

d. The walking tour would help put Leonia on the map for the 2026 re-enactment
and FIFA happening locally.

e. Required for Green Acres application: survey for outreach (should create for
Leonia Day 2025); Town Hall meeting; M & C resolution.

6. Greg compiled list re: corrections to our Recycling flyers (various editions floating
around). We should confirm with John Villareal and add correct info to website.



7. Billy gave a slide presentation about the concept of Zero Waste; will be added to EC
page on website.

STATUS OF PREVIOUS ACTION ITEMS:

1. Plastic bag recycling information was added to Zero Waste presentation.

2. Lela reported that TREX has collection boxes in Bogota; however she called TREX and
they claimed no knowledge of this.

3. Gilbert reports he’s making progress on food donation sources; biggest issue reported
from sources is expiration dates: they cannot donate food past expiration dates.

4. Karen reported conversation with business owner in Fort Lee who uses Neighborhood
Compost to pick up food scraps. To be continued.

Commissioner Comments
e Lela mentioned Power Plant slated to be built in Newark; we should pay attention.
Passaic Valley Sewage Commission.,

ACTION ITEMS:

1. Talk to Christoph (Council) and Imanta (Shade Tree) about scheduling Highwood Hills
Cleanup in April.

2. Get Lela’s graphic concerning Things you can do to help the Environment enlarged for
Leonia Day.

3. Re: municipal composting: find out how Ridgewood’s program is different and how this
model compares to ours; positives and negatives.

4. Diane suggested getting peel-off stickers for subscribers of Municipal Composting that
can be stuck on the door: “I'm composting food scraps” i.e. to spread the word and
proudly support it.

5. Create survey for Leonia Day (needed for Green Acres).

Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.



