BOROUGH OF LEONIA
ORDINANCE # 2025-03

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF LEONIA TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 126,
FILMING REGULATIONS.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia has determined that it is in the best interest
of the Borough that an amendment is necessary to Chapter 126, Filming Regulations.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Leonia as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 126, Filming Regulations, Section 126-2, Filming Permit
Required, is amended as follows:

126.2. FILMING PERMIT REQUIRED

A. No person or organization shall fitm or permit filming on property,
public or private, within the Borough of Leonia without first having obtained a permit
from the office of the Borough Clerk, which permit shall set forth the approved
. location of such fitming and the approved duration of such filming by specific
reference to day or dates. Without specific authorization from a majority of the
Borough Council, no permit shall authorize filming for more than three consecutive
days in any one location and in no event shall filming at one location within the
Borough exceed a total of six days in any one calendar year, regardless of the number
of permits utilized in reaching this six-day maximum. Said permit must be readily
available for inspection by Borough officials at all times at the site of the filming.

B. All permits shall be applied for and obtained from the office of
the Borough Clerk during normal business hours. Applications for such permits shafl
be in a form approved by the Borough Clerk and shall be accompanied by a permit fee
in the amount established in §126-12 herein. Additional permits that may be
required under the NJ Uniform Fire Code, NJ Uniform Construction Code or any other
Borough department shall be applied for and issued by the respective department.

C. If a permit is issued and, due to inclement weather or other good
cause, filming does not in fact take place on the dates specified, the Borough Clerk
may, at the request of the applicant, issue a new permit for filming on other dates,
subject to full compliance with all other provisions of this chapter. No additional fee
shall be paid for this permit.

D. The issuance of a permit does not grant rights to any private
property. The applicant for a permit shall be required to negotiate an agreement
with the property owner.



Section 2, Chapter 126, Filming Regulations, Section 126-3, Issuance of
Permits, is amended as follows:

126.3 ISSUANCE OF PERMITS

A. No permits will be issued by the Borough Clerk unless applied for
prior to five days before the requested shooting date; provided, however, that the
Borough Administrator may waive the five-day period if in his judgment, the applicant
has obtained all related approvals and adjacent property owners or tenants do not
need to be notified.

B. No permit shall be issued for filming upon public lands unless the
applicant shall provide the Borough with satisfactory proof of the following:

(1}  Proof of insurance coverage naming the Borough as an
Additional insured, as follows:

(@)  For bodily injury to any one person in the amount
of $500,000 and any occurrence in the aggregate
amount of $1,000,000.

(b)  For property damage for each occurrence in the
aggregate amount of $300,000.

(2}  An agreement in writing, whereby the applicant agrees to
indemnify and save harmless the Borough of Leonia from
any and all liability, expense, claim or damages resulting
from the use of public lands.

(3)  The posting of cash of $500 or a maintenance bond in the
amount of $500 running in favor of the Borough and
protecting and ensuring that the location utilized will be
left after filming, in a satisfactory condition, free of
debris, rubbish and equipment, and that due observance of
all Borough ordinances, laws and regulations will be
followed. Within seven days of the completion of the
filming, the Borough will return the bond if there has been
no damage to public property or public expense caused by
the filming.

(4)  The hiring of an off-duty Leonia police officer for the times
indicated on the permit,

(5)  The hiring of Leonia Fire Prevention Bureau personnel or
Leonia Fire Department personnel in accordance with
Borough Ordinance 136-19 as deemed necessary by the Fire
Marshal.



C. The holder of the permit shall take all reasonable steps to
minimize interference with the free passage of pedestrians and traffic over public
lands and shall comply with all lawful directives issued by the Leonia Police
Department with respect thereto.

Section 3. Chapter 126, Filming Regulations, Section 126-8, Waiver of
Requirements of Chapter by Borough Administrator, of the Code of the Borough of
Leonia is amended as follows:

126-8. WAIVER OF REQUIREMENTS OF CHAPTER BY BOROUGH
ADMINISTRATOR

The Borough Administrator may waive any restriction or provision
of this chapter with the exception of regulations and permits required under the NJ
Uniform Fire Code and/or the NJ Uniform Construction Code. In determining
whether to permit a waiver of any restriction or provision of this chapter, the
Administrator shall consider the following factors:

A. Traffic congestion at the location caused by vehicles to be
parked on the public street.

B. Applicant’s ability to remove film-related vehicles off the
public streets.

C. When the applicant is requesting restrictions on the use of
public streets or public parking during the course of the
filming.

D. Nature of the film shoot itself, e.g., indoors or outdoors;
day or night,

E. Prior experience of the film company/applicant with the

Borough, if any.

Section 4. Chapter 126, Filming Regulations, Section 126-12, Fees, of the
Code of the Borough of Leonia is amended as follows:

126-12 FEES

The schedule of fees for the issuance of permits authorized by
this chapter are as follows:

A. Basic filming permit: $75. Where an applicant requests a
waiver of the provision of §126-3A expedited processing of
the permit application, the basic filming permit fee shall
be $125.



B. Daily filming fee payable in addition to the basic filming
permit:

1. $150 for films with a budget of less than
$50,000,000.

2, $500 for films with a budget over $50,000,000.

Section 5. If any section, paragraph, sub-section, clause or provision of this
ordinance shall be declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part thereof.

Section 6. All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Borough heretofore
adopted that are inconsistent with any of the terms and provisions of this ordinance
are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

Section 7. This Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after final
passage and adoption.
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