
Meeting Notes 
Environmental Commission Meeting 1/7/25 
Municipal Building, OEM conference room 
 

1.​ Call to Order 7:30 
2.​ Attendance: Lela Charney, Christie Evens, Madeleine Murray, Greg Martire, William 

Russell, Pat Botten, Gilbert Friedman, Diane Scarangella, Karen Marx, Ann Sayari. 
Via Google meets: Noelle Terrell, Julie Marx, Rupal Mistry, John Villareal. 
Also in attendance: Davida Scharf, David Braun. 

3.​ Approval of Minutes from 12/3/24 
 

Discussion on the importance of preserving open spaces in the town, particularly the sculpture garden and 
the little house, which are integral to the town's character. The urgency was highlighted due to ongoing 
redevelopment. The New Jersey Climate Superfund Act was discussed, aiming to impose financial 
liabilities on fossil fuel companies for climate-related damages. The act has advanced through committees 
but faces corporate lobbying challenges. The town's recycling and composting initiatives were also 
addressed, with 6,613 pounds of food waste collected since June 5. The need for better communication 
and community education on these issues was emphasized. 

Additionally, the meeting focused on addressing environmental and health concerns, particularly in 
schools. Points included forming a subcommittee to engage students, addressing food insecurity, and 
promoting waste reduction. The discussion highlighted the need for better communication and education 
on sustainable practices. The idea of a pilot program for restaurant composting was proposed, with 
potential funding from the environmental commission's budget. The Sustainable Jersey initiative was 
introduced by William Russell as a framework to document and implement sustainability actions. The 
meeting concluded with plans to review the Sustainable Jersey website and consider its implementation. 

Action Items 

​ Anne to start looking into identifying open spaces in Leonia that could be protected through 
Green Acres program. 

​ Christie and Lela to work on drafting a resolution in support of the New Jersey Climate 
Superfund Act, including details on the impacts Leonia has experienced from climate change. 

​ John Villareal and Councilmember Gilbert will set up a monthly 15-20 minute session to provide 
updates on recycling and waste management efforts, which will be included in the mayor's 
newsletter. 

​ Explore the "share table" program in the schools to reduce food waste. 
​ Gilbert will compile a list of local food banks, food pantries, and donation resources to share with 
the community. 

​ Karen to work on updating the town website to include information on Leonia Composts and 
introduce 2025 Year of Waste Reduction, and remove outdated content. 



​ Investigate the possibility of a Leonia-specific free cycle program or section on the town's 
listserv. 

​ Reach out to apartment building managers to set up meetings and provide education on proper 
recycling practices. 

​ Explore a pilot program to collect food scraps for composting at a local restaurant.Gather 
information from restaurant owners on the potential burden and feasibility of a food scrap 
composting program.  (Karen and Pat) 
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