
BOROUGH OF LEONIA
oRDINANCE # 2024-14

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF LEONIA TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 251TO REGULATE
SUMP PUMPS AND ESTABLISHED SUMP PUMP REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Leonia has determined that it is in the best interest
of the Borough that sump pumps within the Borough be regutated; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Councit of the Borough
of Leonia as fottows:

Section 1.
fottows:

251-1

Chapter 251 of the Code of the Borough of Leonia shatl be added as

PURPOSE

The purpose of this chapter is to estabtish regulations controtting
sump pump discharge to control ftooding, creation of nuisances in the form of buitdup
of icing, standing water, atgae growth and erosion of the street, sidewatk or pubtic
right-of-way.

ln order to protect against the adverse consequences of
uncontrotled sump pump and pipe drain discharges, no person sha[[ construct, instalt,
improve, maintain or permit to be operated on the person's owned or occupied
property any device which attows any point discharge of water by either forced
pumping, such as a sump pump, or gravity, such as a pipe drain, onto a street,
sidewalk or pubtic right-of-way except as provided for betow.

251-2 DEFtNITIONS

For the purpose of this chapter, the fottowing terms, phrases,
words and their derivations shatl have the meanings stated herein untess their use in
the text of this chapter clearty demonstrates a different meaning. When not
inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense inctude the future,
words used in the ptural number include the singutar number and words used in the
singular number inctude the plura[ number. The word "sha[t" is always mandatory
and not merety directory.

DISCHARGE

The end of the pipe from the sump pump or pipe drain where



water becomes unconfined and reverts to gravity ftow

PIPE DRAIN

A pipe that drains water without the use of a pump using gravity
ftow

STORM SEWER

A conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with
drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made
channets or storm drains) that is owned or operated by the Borough of other pubtic
body and is designed and used for cottecting and conveying stormwater.

STORMWATER

Water resulting from precipitation (inctuding rain and snow) that
runs off the surface of the [and, is transmitted to the subsurface, and is captured by
storm sewers or other drainage facilities.

SUMP PUMP

A pump, with retated valves, pipe and fittings, instatted for the
purpose of evacuating water, usuatty from a basement area.

251-3 NEW SUMP PUMP AND PIPE DRAIN INSTALLATIONS

Sump pumps and pipe drairrs irrslatled on or afLer Septernber 1,

2024 shatt compty with the fottowing conditions:

Permit Required. No person, firm or corporation sha[[
instal,l, a sump pump and/or pipe drains unless and until a

construction permit is obtained from the Borough of Leonia
Buitding Department.

A.

B The sump pump or pipe drain discharge shatl preferably be
directed onto an absorbent surface as grass, mulch, rock or
soil so that the discharge wit[ be dissipated and not
immediatety drain to the Borough right-of-way or adjacent
properties. The discharge location sha[[ be as approved by
the Engineer or Public Works Manager or his/her designee.
ln the event that it is not feasibte to direct discharge onto
an absorbent surface, the discharge may be directed to a
storm sewer, swate, ditch, detention basin, drainage basin
or other drainage facitity or location as approved by the
Engineer, Pubtic Works Manager or his/her designee. lf a
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connection to the storm sewer is approved, a permit witt
be required from the Engineer or Public Works Manager
prior to instatlation.

lf the storm sewer is not avaitabte, the sump pump, floor
drain, roof drain and/or retated apparatus discharge piping
shatl be directed to the nearest ditches or contained on the
owner's property so that it does not adversety affect
neighboring tand. Pipe extensions shall not be directed
toward adjoining properties, nor shatl pipe extensions
discharge water onto adjoining properties.

ln atl other cases, the sump pump, ftoor drain, roof drain
and/or retated apparatus discharge piping shatl end on a
sptash btock at the foundation of the buitding.

The discharge location shatl not create a pubtic nuisance,
which is any thing, condition or act which is or may become
injurious or hazardous to the pubtic.

The discharge shat[ not create a buitdup of icing, standing
water or atgae growth on the street, sidewatk or pubtic
right-of-way.

The discharge shatl not be directed towards an adjacent
property in such a manner as to cause damage to the
adjacent property or create a nuisance.

No person sha[[ connect, or cause or permit to be
connected, any sump puffip, pipe drain, ftoor drain, surface
drain, subsoil drain or teader pipe with the house sanitary
sewer, or to use the sanitary sewer connection, plumbing
fixture or any pipe or drain connected therewith for the
purpose of receiving and discharging drainage of any kind
to the sanitary sewer system.
Sump pump and pipe drain discharges may not be directed
into the Borough street or right-of-way untess permission is
granted by the Engineer, Pubtic Works Manager or his/her
designee.

Fiting fees. The applicant for a new sump pump instaltation
shatt pay an application fee in the amount of 5100 to the
Borough Buitding Department.
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251.4 EXISTING SUMP PUMP AND PIPE DRAIN INSTALLATIONS
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Sump pumps and pipe drains instatled prior to September 1,2024
shall compty with the following conditions:

a. An existing sump pump or pipe drain discharge may
continue at the location where the discharge was made, as

long as such discharge:

1) Does not create a pubtic nuisance, which is any
thing, condition or act which is or may become
injurious or hazardous to the pubtic;

2) Does not create a buildup of icing, standing water,
or atgae growth or cause erosion on the street,
sidewatk or public right-of-way;

3) The discharge sha[[ not be directed towards an
adjacent property in such a manner as to cause
damage to the adjacent property or create a

nuisance; and

An existing sump pump or pipe drain discharge that is
causing a pubtic nuisance or is creating a buitdup of icing,
standing water or atgae growth or is causing erosion on the
street, sidewatk or pubtic right-of-way sha[[ be corrected
by the owner to bring the sump pump or pipe drain
discharge into comptiance with the requirements of this
chapter.

The Engineer or Pubtic Works Manager or his/her designee
may require the fotlowing:

1) That the sump pump or pipe drain have a point of
discharge that is located a minimum of 10 feet or
greater, as directed by the Engineer or Pubtic Works
Manager or his/her designee, from any property line
or Borough right-of-way.

2l That the discharge be directed within the [imits of
the owner's property onto an absorbent surface such
as grass. Mutch, rock or soil so that the discharge
witt be dissipated and not immediatety drain to the
Borough right-of-way or adjacent properties.

251.5 MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE WITH DISCHARGE POINT LAYOUT

Assistance and guidance with respect to layout and the location of
proper discharge points may be obtained through the Engineering and Buitding
Departments.

b
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251.6 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

The requirements of this ordinance shatt be enforced by the
Property Maintenance Enforcement Officer or Construction Code Officiat or his/her
designee. Whenever there is a violation of this ordinance, the enforcing officer or
his/her designee shatl provide written notice to the property owner and the property
owner shatt have 45 days from the date of the notice to make the necessary
corrections. The failure of an owner of property to compty with the provisions of the
written notification shall subject the owner to a fine. Any person or entity found in
viotation of the within provisions shatl be subject to a fine, as fotlows:

First offense:5100 and sha[[ abate the violation
Second offense: 5500 and shatl abate the viotation
Third or subsequent offense: 51,000 and shat[ abate the

viotation

Each viotation and each day of each violation shatl constitute a
separate and distinct violation thereof. The payment of a find shatt be in addition to
performing the remedial action ordered to be undertaken by the Pubtic works
Manager or his/her designee.

251.7 ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

The Property Maintenance Enforcement Officer and Construction
Code Officiat or his/her designee are hereby designated as the officers charged with
enforcement of this articte.

Section 2. lf any section, paragraph, sub-section, ctause or provision of this
ordinance shatl be declared invatid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision sha[[ not affect the vatidity of this ordinance as a whole or any part thereof.

Section 3. At[ ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Borough heretofore
adopted that are inconsistent with any of the terms and provisions of this ordinance
are hereby repeated to the extent of such inconsistency.

Section 4. This Ordinance shatl take effect twenty (20) days after final
passage and adoption.
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RECORD OF VOTE
oRD.2024-14

First Readins Second Readins
September 16,2024 October 7 ,2024

Council M S Y N A AB M S Y,. N A AB
Hesterbrink

Fisher
Grandelis

Scarangella
Terrell
Zeis.ler

Mayor Zies,ler
M-Motion S-Seconded Y-Yes N-No A-Abstain AB-Absent

,

ATTEST:

,*Jl*,p. M"'azlz
lotr-atnan vlandei, Borough Clerk
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