
EC meeting notes 12/3/24 
 
Attendance: Bill, Noelle, Jim, Diane, Lela, Pat, Karen 
 
Agenda: 

●​ Approve November Meeting Notes (See attached) 
○​ approved 

●​ Commission Reorganization and 2025 Plans 
○​ Jim not continuing. Bill does not want to continue as chair, citing burden of note 

taking ; wants to get Green Team to pursue SJ certification.  
○​ Lela suggested rotating who takes notes; AI note taking was mentioned.  
○​ Diane asked for 7 names for members to be submitted by 12/12.  
○​ Justin Ferrao hasn’t been active, Christine and Shabnam have not responded to 

Bill’s query re: continuing on.  
○​ Diane requests confirmation prior to next meeting. 
○​ Budget has been $5000; spent $2000 on Sustainable Allelopathic Field 

Eradication (SAFE) project.    
○​ Diane advised lowering budget due to town’s financial constraints.  

●​ Update on LHS Environmental Club Presentation ( attached) 
●​ Update on Highwood Hills SAFE project  

○​ Equipment purchased 
○​ Film to promote project 
○​ Team assembles 

●​ Redevelopment Plan updates - Pat 
○​ No updates 
○​ Stormwater ordinance submitted/approved by mayor/council. Needs state 

approval. 
●​ Waste and recycling updates - John 
●​ Mayor and Council Meeting updates - Diane 
●​ Other issues 

○​ 2025 theme for Leonia Day is “Biodiversity” 
■​ Create ideas for how we can highlight 

○​ Green Acres; looking at available land for Affordable Housing 
○​ ‘Blue Acres’: areas of flooding, can become state owned. 
○​ We should apply for green acres status for sculpture gardens/Station Parkway so 

it remains protected from possible land for AH 
○​ Sr. Center and Legion hall may need historic designation. Christoph and Diane 

will work towards Green Acres with us. State has website on green acres.  
○​ Community Gardens: is anything blocking development? 

■​ Pat will find out.  
○​ Muni Composting: Karen mentioned recruitment challenges, including low 

representation among EC membership.   
■​ Challenge mentioned is finding suitable container 



●​ Pat: can we add containers to budget? 
●​ Draft will be created. 

○​ Lela raised issue of Climate Superfund legislation to make fossil fuel companies 
pay for damage caused in state, ie flooding in town.  

●​ Diane: externship  program w/ HS. Do we want extern to assist w/ anything? Write small 
description and submit to Marisa  

●​ Volunteer board coming soon to boro website 
●​ Sustainable Jersey: need person to lead up each of 10 areas.   

 
 


