
The Leonia Environmental Commission will be posting monthly suggestions for reducing 
waste in various areas of daily life. 

Why is this important?

The 5 R’s of Waste Reduction:

2025 Year of
Waste

Reduction!

The Environmental impact of landfills, the final destination for much of our waste, 
adds to contamination of soil and water, greenhouse gas emissions, and habitat 
destruction.  By reducing waste at the source, we can lessen the need for landfill 
space.
Waste reduction decreases the demand for valuable resources used in manufacturing 
new products, such as energy, water, and raw materials. Reducing the need for these 
resources contributes to the conservation of natural ecosystems. 
By reducing the amount of waste produced,  we can lessen the need for waste 
management processes such as transportation and disposal, significant sources of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Cost savings for you and Leonia: the less you buy, the less waste you produce and the 
more you save! And the less we throw away, the more money we save for Leonia on 
tipping fees paid to landfills. 

1.  Refuse: Learn to Say No to What You Don’t Need

2.  Reduce: Learning to Let Go

3.  Reuse: Making Sure Things Last As Long as They Can

4.  Recycle: What You Cannot Reduce, Reuse, or Refuse

5.  Rot: What is Left
 This applies to organic waste from food scraps that we could be repurposing 
instead of throwing away. According to the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency: composting is a controlled process that converts organic 
materials into nutrient-rich soil through natural decomposition. Visit 
leoniacomposts.com/ to learn about municipal composting here in town. 

Let’s work together as a community to get closer to a goal of Zero-waste and leave the 
world a more beautiful place!
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