Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday May 26, 2010

7:30 pm

Borough Annex

Members present: Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mr. Pacicco, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Baron, Mayor Heveran, Ms. Lieblich, Mrs. Norgaard, Mr. Puzzo, Mr. Petti

Members absent: Mr. Russell

Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm
Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes of April 2010

Motion to approve minutes: Councilman Hawkins   Second: Mr. Baron

Motion passes

Old Business:
Delicia Delicatessen 316 Broad Avenue

The applicant failed to comply in ninety days with the ADA request that he agreed to at a prior Planning Board meeting. Some work has been done but no permits had been taken out.  Chairman Bevacqua requested that Jack Peters send a letter to the business owner informing him that he is in violation of the prior approval from the Planning Board.

Board Discussion:
Attorney Alampi received a letter from the applicant who had received approval for a sub division at 341 Summit Avenue. He gave the Board members some background information about the case. The applicant is looking for the bond to be returned to them and would like to withdraw the approval. Mr. Alampi will do a title search on the property and contact the applicant’s Attorney. 
New Applications:
File#2010-7 China Taste Meng Yao Wang, 297 Broad Avenue

Meng Yao Wang (applicant) and his son Chang Wang (translator) were sworn in. The applicant was seeking a change of occupancy. The applicant stated that he is seeking a Change of Occupancy. They are keeping the same name of the business. No cosmetic changes are proposed. The number of employees will stay the same. The applicant was reminded that employees should park in a Municipal Lot and must go to borough hall to purchase parking stickers. 

Motion to approve: Mr. Pacicco  Second: Mayor Heveran

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Bevacqua, Chung, Pacicco, Hawkins, Baron, Heveran, Lieblich, Norgaard, Petti)       0 no

File#2010-08 Leonia Laundromat, 257-259 Hillside Avenue

Juan and Monserrat Moran were sworn in. They were seeking a change of occupancy. The applicants stated that they would not be making any changes to the interior or exterior of the building. There will be a total of four employees and the hours of operation will stay the same. Monday through Friday 8:00am until 10:00pm. Saturday and Sunday 7:00am until 10:00pm.
Motion to approve: Mr. Pacicco Second: Mrs. Norgaard

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Bevacqua, Chung, Pacicco, Hawkins, Baron, Heveran, Lieblich, Norgaard, Petti)      0 no

Continued Application:
File#2010-01 A/G Bethel Central Church, 150 Grand Avenue 

Vincent Mondello, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. He addressed the issue of a Site Plan Review with the County. He reported that Doug Polyniak contacted the DOT about the left hand turn at the site. At the time of the meeting they had still not received a reply from the DOT. 

Anthony Garret was sworn in and gave testimony as the Planner for the project. Marked as evidence was A7: photo Board with 22 photos on it.

Mr. Garret testified that the property is a flag lot. The applicant is proposing 83 parking spaces where 100 are required. They are proposing parking spaces that will be 9x18 in size where 10 x 20 is required.  

The Board questioned Mr. Garret. The meeting was open to the public to question him. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Garret was then closed.

Mr. Mondello gave his summary. Councilman Hawkins stated on record that he wished that the building would be built “green” and is disappointed that they are not using solar panels. In his summary, Mr. Mondello stated that the applicant would like to continue the good relationship that was in place between the Leonia Swim Club and the current owners of the property with regards to shared parking.

There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve with the following but not limited to conditions: 
· The playground area will be protected. The Engineers will work together to ensure the safety of the children
· There will be shared use of the parking lots between the swim club and the applicant

· The early childhood center will receive full and final license approval from the state
· Catering will be for parishioners only

The motion was made by Mr. Pacicco. Second: Mr. Chung

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bevacqua, Chung, Pacicco, Heveran, Norgaard, Petti)

                                2 no (Hawkins, Baron)

Board Business:
Attorney Alampi informed the Board that the developer’s agreement for 106 Grand Avenue is being finalized. Mr. Alampi and Mr. Costa are working with the applicant and their Attorney.  Also, the JOP resolution is being written. The Board will receive a draft copy for review and comments.

Motion to adjourn:  Mayor Heveran Second: Mr. Pacicco

Meeting adjourned at 

Respectfully submitted: 
Tina Evans
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