Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday May 22, 2013

Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Gamboa, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Mrs. Flaim, Mr. Chace, Mr. Bracco, 

Members absent: Mrs. Norgaard

Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mrs. Schuster

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes:

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of April 2013: Mr. Baron Second: Mr. Stenken

Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Stenken, Flaim, Chace, Bracco)                   0 no

Resolutions:

Councilman Hawkins recused himself from File#2013-09
File#2013-09 Ruth Bonapace, 469 Park Ave

Attorney Alampi read an overview of the resolution.  There was mention made that the applicant had removed trees from her property after testifying that she would preserve the trees on her property. Mr. Alampi read the tree ordinance to the Board members. The concern of trees removed from this property is not an issue with the Planning Board but instead with property maintenance. It was noted by Board Engineer Mr. Costa that the applicant still must provided a drainage plan for review and approval before any permits are granted.
Motion to waive the full reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Bracco

Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Chace Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Flaim, Chace, Bracco)

New Applications:

File#2013-12 Fay Klein, 136 Vreeland Avenue

The applicant is seeking approval to construct a two story addition to the rear dwelling with an attached deck.

Sworn in were Fay Klein and her Architect Conrad Roncati. Marked as evidence were the following:


A1- site plan dated 4/18/2013


Mr. Roncati testified that the proposed three bedrooms, one bath addition is modest and 
will expand what is a very small house. The twelve foot wide shed on the rear of the 
property will be demolished. 
Also marked was:


A2-photos A, B, C taken by Mr. Roncati in March 2013



A-  Front elevations

 

B-  Picture of house, right side conditions



C-  Rear yard-present

The meeting was open to the public to question the Architect, no one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question the architect was then closed.

There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Gamboa, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken)    0 no

File#2013-14 William Torres, 124 Leonia Avenue
Ron Chace was recused from this case

The applicant proposes to construct a deck on the rear of his dwelling. Sworn in was William Torres, applicant. Marked as evidence were the following:

A1-original set of plans already on file


A2-Survey


A3-3 sheet handout computer generated and distributed at meeting


A4- 2 photos marked A & B and taken by the applicant
This application was for the deck only.

The meeting was open to the public. The following person came forward:
Ron Chace, 120 Leonia Avenue, Mr. Chace supports the deck

The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

Motion to approve: Mr. Petti   Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Gamboa, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken)    0 no

File#2013-13 Antonio Gutierrez, Luxury Haus 118 Fort Lee Road

Michael Chung, Attorney for the applicant
Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant.

Due to a deficiency in the applicants notice the applicant must re notice for the next meeting.

Public

Frank Raucci, 78 Hawthorne Terrace addressed the Board.  He thanked the Board for their continued service and commented that at times it was a difficult call when addressing variances and the responsibility of the tax payers with regard to trees and maintenance.

Gil Hawkins 123 Knapp Terrace addressed the Board. He referred to a case where an applicant testified before the Board that she would not be removing trees from her property. After the Board voted to approve her variance, the applicant in fact did remove tress from said property. Mr. Hawkins wanted to know who was now responsible for enforcement now that the applicant strayed from her original testimony. Mr. Hawkins further stated that the applicant and her Architect lied before the Board. 
Board Business:

Mr. Russell updated the Board on the Sustainability Element for the Master Plan Draft.

Public:

Peter Pulice, 344 Broad Avenue (Pulice Williams Architects) spoke before the Board regarding the comments made by Mr. Hawkins. Mr. Pulice stated that he was offended by Mr. Hawkins accusations and did in fact not lie before the Board. Mr. Pulice was only testifying what his client was stating to the Board when she was seeking approval for a variance. He further stated that he was unaware that his client did in fact remove trees after the Board voted to give her a variance.

Frank Raucci 78 Hawthorne Terrace   Again spoke to the Board and reiterated his previous comments.

Board Business:

Attorney Alampi addressed a letter that was sent to Chairman Bevacqua by Deirdre Mitchell. In the letter, Ms. Mitchell questioned a statement she made before the Board for File#2012-17. Mr. Alampi stated that in view of the concerns and questions posed by Ms. Mitchell she was in fact considered an objector.

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Chace Second: Mr. Stenken

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans

