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Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday, September 25, 2013
7:30 p.m.
Borough Annex
Members present:  Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor DeSimone, Councilman Hawkins, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Mr. Chace, Mr. Bracco, Mrs. Norgaard
Members absent: Mr. Gamboa, Mrs. Flaim
Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mrs. Schuster
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm
Roll call, announcement of public meeting, salute to the flag
Minutes of July 2013
Motion to waive the reading of the minutes: Mr. Baron   Second: Mr. Petti
Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes of July 2013: Mr. Baron  Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                    0 no

Resolutions:

File#2013-13 Luxury Haus, 335 Grand Avenue
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution:  Councilman Hawkins  Second: Mr. Baron
Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                    0 no

File#2013-15 Miga Restaurant, 344 Broad Avenue
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti
Motion passes


Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Baron  Second: Mr. Chace
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                    0 no


File#2013-16 Kaya Restaurant 450 Broad Avenue
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Baron  Second: Mr. Stenken
Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Chace
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                   0 no

New Applications:

File#2012-17 J Companies Inc, 150 Grand Avenue
Mark Madaio, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. The applicant is requesting a change of occupancy to open a Pre-School.  Mr. Madaio stated that there was previously a summer school there and the applicant would like to continue to use the facility as a Pre-School.

Mr. Baron swore in Sun Chung, the applicant. She stated that she is a member of the J Company. She will be the operator and the school will occupy the lower level of the building. She stated that the pickup and drop off of the children will stay the same as it did in the summer. There will be 95-100 students and 15-16 teachers total. They will be starting with 6 teachers and 3 classes. They will need state approval.
Drop off time will be at 8:30. The students must be picked up by 7:00.  The bathrooms are compliant.
Ms. Chung stated that they will clean up the weeds outside and install rubber safety mats.  No cooking will be done on the premises. The food will be catered.

The meeting was open to the public to question Ms. Chung. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Ms. Chung was then closed.  There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Chung
Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                   1 no (Hawkins)

File#2013-19 Sylvan Grace Florist, 448 Broad Avenue
Peter Pulice, architect for the applicant was sworn in. Jenny Kim and Grace Hun, the applicants were sworn in. They are seeking to open a flower shop where one had previously existed. They currently run another shop in Closter. The Broad Avenue location will be a retail florist shop. They will be open Monday through Saturday and the hours of operation will be from 9:00 until 6:00. The applicant will have one delivery person and one commercial van. They agreed to purchase a parking permit for the van. All of their trash will be stored in a courtyard area and brought to the front on trash pickup day. 
The meeting was open to the public to question to the applicants. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question the applicants was then closed. There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Councilman Hawkins
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Russell,Petti, Stenken, Chace)
                                   0 no

File#2013-20  Mont Blanc, 301 Broad Avenue
Peter Pulice, architect for the applicant was sworn in. The applicant is seeking a change of occupancy. The façade will not be changed. There are currently 20 seats in the shop and the plans are for it to be a sandwich and sushi shop. The health department indicated that they would like a 3 compartment sink and a grease trap in the food prep area. Sworn in was proprietor Jong H Son. He stated that the food will be Korean style sushi and that there will be no baking on site. The hours of operation will be 7:00 am until 9:00 pm. They will be open 7 days a week.  Mr. Son was informed that there is too much signage on the front door and that it should be removed.  

The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Son. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Son was then closed.

There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Petti
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                    0 no

File#2013-18  Frank’s Chess Academy, 271 Fort Lee Road
Francis C Romano, applicant was sworn in. The applicant is seeking a change of occupancy. He will be giving Chess tutoring classes. He stated that the hours of operation will be as follows:
Monday through Friday   6:30 – 8:30
Saturday                             10:00 – 5:00
Sunday                                11:00 – 5:00
The parents will wait in the waiting area.
The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Romano. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Romano was then closed.

There was a board discussion.  Motion to approve: Councilman Hawkins   Second: Mr. Baron
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, DeSimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                    0 no


File# 2013 21 In Kab Park, 254 Fort Lee Road
The applicant is seeking a change of occupancy. Mr. Park, the applicant was sworn in. Sworn in and acting as interpreter was Soo H “Leo” Kim. Mr. Kim stated that Mr. Park will be renting the office space to use as a personal office. He will be using the space to prepare his homilies and sermons. No business will be conducted in the office.

The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Park. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

There was a board discussion.  Mr. Park was informed that he will need to purchase a municipal parking pass. He will not be able to hold services in the office nor will he be able to stay overnight.

Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Chung
Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Chung, Desimone, Hawkins, Petti, Russell, Stenken, Chace)
                                    0 no




 Board Business:

There is illegal parking going on at the intersection of Grand Avenue and Fort Lee Road

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Pett
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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