Minutes
Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday March 26, 2014

Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Baron, Chairman Chace, Mayor DeSimone, Dr. Knott, Mr. Minichiello, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Mr. Botten, Mr. Ford, Mr. Wilds (7:45), Ms. Roland, Mr. Chung (7:50)
 Also present: Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mr. Padovano, Mr. Terhune

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes:
Motion to waive the reading of the February minutes: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Baron
Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes*: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 10 yes (Baron, Chace, DeSimone, Knott, Minichiello, Russell, Stenken, Botten, Ford, Roland)

                                  0 no

*Costa not capitalized/ their corrected to there

Resolutions:

File#2014-01 David Kessler/Lauren Peccoralo, 125 Van Orden Avenue

Attorney Padovano read an overview of the resolution. Motion to waive the reading of the resolution:

Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Baron

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Russell

Passed by a vote of 10 yes (Baron, Chace, DeSimone, Knott, Minichiello, Russell, Stenken, Botten, Ford, Roland)

File#2014-03 Alex Curran, 20 Hawthorne Terrace

Attorney Padovano read an overview of the resolution.  Motion to waive the reading of the resolution:

Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Baron

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Baron   Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 10 yes (Baron, Chace, DeSimone, Knott, Minichiello, Russell, Stenken, Botten, Ford, Roland)
                                  0 no

Other Business:

File#2014-2 Hai Sun Park. 135 Fort Lee Road

At the request of Robert Lee who is representing the applicant, this case will be heard at a future date after the applicant completes requested plans and drawings. The applicant will need to re notice.
New Business:

Mr. Stenken chaired this portion of the meeting. The following board members recused themselves:

Chace, Chung, DeSimone, Minichiello

Zoning Officer Massaro recused himself from this case
File#2014-04 Marie Z. Massaro, 174 Fort Lee Road

Mark Sokolich, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. The applicant is seeking approval to construct a new two-family dwelling. The applicant is seeking relief for use, lot area, lot width, building coverage, impervious coverage, left and right side yard setbacks and total side yard setbacks. In order to avoid conflict, the letter of denial was signed by Norwood Zoning Officer Paul Renaud. 

Vasilios Cocoros was sworn in and gave testimony as the architect for the applicant. Marked as evidence were the following:

A1- Two family dwelling plans

A2- Floor plans

Mr. Cocoros testified that the property is completely vacant. There are no wetland issues, flood plains or oil tanks on the property. The property is 49.5 feet wide. The depth to the east is 112.71 feet. The depth to the west is 114.68 feet. The proposed home would have an 18 foot wide driveway and a 2 foot planting strip in between. Seepage pits will be placed in the ground in front of the house. Each unit of the two family home will be the same. The applicant plans on residing in one unit. The board questioned Mr. Cocoros about the landscaping between the curb and the retaining wall. They also had questions about the planting strip. Questions also arose about cars backing out onto Fort Lee Road. They also questioned what the use of the attic would be and were informed that it would be used only for storage. 
The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Cocoros. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Cocoros was then closed. 

Robert Costa, engineer for the board was sworn in. He suggested softening the look of the exterior by using hardy plank or a brick base. He also suggested carriage type doors. He felt that there was too much masonry.
Mr. Sokolich took all of the boards concerns into consideration and said that he would confer with his client. He agreed to revise the plans, bring photos and will be heard at the April 23rd meeting.

Mr. Chace returned to the dais and continued to chair the meeting.

Board Business:

Mr. Terhune informed the board that 290-105 C Zoning Officer is being amended and will be on the agenda at the April 7th Mayor and Council meeting. A copy of this ordinance was given to the board for review. 

Zoning:

Mr. Massaro gave the board an update on the TV clinic property on Broad Avenue. Permits were applied for the exterior wall and interior demo. An architect is working with Mr. Massaro on the façade. There are still questions about pedestrian safety and the wall. The wall is on the borough right of way. Mr. Costa and Mr. Massaro will stay involved with the applicant.

Dr. Knott asked for an update on 133 Fort Lee Road. Mr. Massaro informed him that they had not called for inspections in quite a while. He will be following up with them.

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Russell     Second: Ms. Roland

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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