Minutes

Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday July 27, 2016

Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members Present: Mr. Botten, Chairman Chace, Mr. Ford, Mr. Cassano (7:40), Councilman Fusco, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Olivieri, Mr. Wilds, Mr. Poretzky, Mr. Edelman
Members absent: Mayor Ziegler, Mr. Petti, Mr. Gold

Also present: Attorney Wiener, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Melfi

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes:

Motion to waive the reading the reading of the June 25th meeting: Mr. Poretzky  Second: Mr. Botten
Motion passes

Motion to waive the reading of the minutes: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Poretzky

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Ford, Chace, Fusco, Stenken, Poretzky, Edelman)
                                   0 no

Resolutions:

File#2016-06 Sunmin Park, d/b/a/ Tiny Apple LLC  380 Broad Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Poretzky
Motion passes
Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Poretzky

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Fusco, Stenken, Poretzky, Edelman)

                                   0 no

File#2016-07 Ron and Amy Wolf, 230 Christie Heights Street
Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Botten   Second: Mr. Poretzky
Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Botten  Second: Mr. Poretzky

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Fusco, Stenken, Poreztky, Edelman)

                                   0 no

New Applications:
File#2016-11 Bo Hyang Son, d/b/a Hair Magic Salon LLC, 267 Fort Lee Road

Applicant was proposing the continued operation of a hair salon. Sworn in were the following:
Son, Bo Hyang, applicant

Jame Jim, interpreter
The business will employ two people. They will be open Monday through Saturday. They stated that they will be driving to work and therefore refused the request of the board to purchase two municipal parking spaces. The business name will stay the same. 

Motion to approve: Mr. Poretzky  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 10 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Ford, Fusco, Russell, Stenken, Olivieri, Wilds, Poretzky)

                                      0 no
File#2016-08 Kyung Hee Lee d/b/a Mom’s Care, LLC 345 Broad Avenue. 
The applicant was seeking a change of ownership and assignment of an existing lease from 300 Elm Street Company, LLC to continue operation of retail sale of baby items. The business name will stay the same.
Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Fusco, Russell, Stenken, Olivieri, Wilds, Poretzky)

                                   0 no

                                   1 abstaining (Cassano)

File#2016-09 JOP Brothers, LLC 378-388 Broad Avenue
Councilman Fusco recused himself from this case.

Matt Capizzi, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. The applicant was seeking a use variance to operate a medical office in a portion of the building (386-388). 
Mr. Capizzi called Mark Martins to be sworn in and give testimony as the engineer for the applicant. Marked as evidence were the following:

A1-colorized version of the site plan

Mr. Martins stated that the storm water management plan will reduce water runoff. They are proposing 12 parking spaces along the planting strip. The entrance to the medical office will be on Broad Avenue. 
Hours of operation will be 8:00 – 6:00 Monday through Friday. Saturday hours will be 8:00 – 2:00. 

Mr. Costa (board engineer) suggested small bollards in the parking lot to keep the lighting more subtle He also suggested an irrigation system. Mr. Martins will review that with Mr. Costa. In addition to the proposed medical office the existing homes on the property will be gutted and renovated. One home will be a two family and the other will be a three family.  The meeting was opened to the public to question Mr. Martins. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Martins was then closed. 
Dr. Richard Joo was sworn in and gave testimony. His practice is internal medicine for adults. Blood testing and EKG’s will be performed in the office. The medical pick up boxes will be kept in the rear of the building. Pickup will be from a private company. Dr. Joo will be the primary physician.  The meeting was open to the public to question Dr. Joo. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Dr. Joo was then closed.

Steve Lydon was sworn in and gave testimony as a professional planner for the applicant. Marked as evidence was the following:

A2-Aerial photo of the area taken 7/27/2016

The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Lydon. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Lydon was then closed.
Mr. Capizzi stated that the property owner will purchase 16 municipal parking spaces per year from the borough. They will reserve 5 spaces for the residents in the homes.  If the tenants do not need the spaces then the commercial tenants may use them. Site improvements will be done by the borough. The applicant will pay the borough for drain pipes and curb cuts.

Mr. Capizzi gave his summary. There was a board discussion.

Motion to approve: Mr. Russell Second: Mr. Botten

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Botten, Chace, Ford, Russell. Olivieri)

                                   2 no (Cassano, Stenken)

Board Discussion:

The board discussed the proposal to eliminate the need for applicants to appear before the board for a change of occupancy. They were asked to read the information given to them and prepare to discuss it at the August meeting.
Motion to adjourn: Mr. Poretzky  Second: Mr. Botten

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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