Minutes
Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday January 28, 2015

6:00 p.m.  (Special Meeting)

Borough Annex

Members present:  , Mr. Chace, Mr. Cassano, Mayor DeSimone,   Mr. Minichiello, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Roland

Also present: Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Massaro, Mr. Terhune, Attorney Steinhagen

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice, salute to the flag

Oath of New Members:
The following board members were sworn in:

Mr. Botten, Mr. Ford, Mr. Poretzky, Mr. Rodriquez
Roll call: Mr. Botten, Mr. Cassano,Chairman Chace, Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Ford, Councilman Minichiello, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Roland, Mr. Wilds, Mr. Poretzky
Vice Chairman Mr. Stenken now chairs the meeting.

Reorganization 2015:

Election of Chairman- Motion to elect Ron Chace as Chairman: Mr. Cassano  Second: Mr. Cassano
Motion passes

Chairman Chace now chairs the meeting.

Election of Vice Chairman- Motion to elect Richard Stenken as Vice Chairman: Mr. Petti  Second: Mr. Minichiello

Motion passes

Selection of Planning Board Administrative Secretary: Motion to select Jack Terhune as Administrative Secretary: Mr. Petti   Second: Mr. Stenken

Motion passes

Selection of Recording Secretary: Motion to select Tina Evans as Recording Secretary: Mr. Petti  Second: Mr. Botten

Motion passes 

Motion to select Daniel Steinhagen (Law Firm of Beattie Padovano) as Planning Board attorney: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Minichiello
Motion passes

Motion to select Robert Costa (Costa Engineering) as Planning Board engineer: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Minichiello
Motion passes

Motion to approve 2015 board hearing dates: Mr. Stenken   Second: Mr. Petti

Motion passes

The board voted to hold a special meeting on February 11th, 2015. Motion to approve: Mr. Stenken Second: Mr. Botten
Motion passes

Motion to adjourn: Mayor DeSimone  Second: Mr. Petti

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans

Minutes
Regular Meeting

Leonia Planning Board

Wednesday January 28, 2015

Borough Annex

7:30 p.m.

Members present: Mr. Botten, Mr. Cassano, Chairman Chace, Mayor Desimone, Mr. Ford, Councilman Minichiello, Mr. Petti, Mr. Russell, Mr. Stenken, Ms. Roland, Mr. Wilds,  Mr. Rodriquez

Members absent: Mr. Poretzky

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes:
Motion to waive the reading of the December 2014 minutes: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Minichiello
Motion passes

Motion to approved the minutes: Mr. Petti   Second: Mr. Minichiello

Passed by a vote of 9 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, DeSimone, ford, Minichiello, Petti, Russell, Stenken)
                                   0 no

Resolution:

File#2014-17 Mr. & Mrs. Brendan Delaney  475 Park Avenue

Motion to waive the reading of the resolution: Mr. Stenken  Second: Mr. Petti

Motion passes

Motion to approve the resolution: Mr. Petti  Second: Mr. Stenken

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Botten, Cassano, Chace, Ford, Minichiello, Petti, Stenken)
                                    0 no

Old Business:

File#2014-11    313 Woodland Place, LLC Block 901 Lot 6

Mayor DeSimone, Mr. Ford, Councilman Minichiello and Mr. Russell recused themselves from this application.

Mark Sokolich, attorney for the applicant addressed the board. He called Vassilios Cocoros to be sworn in and testify as the architect for the applicant. Marked as evidence were the following:
A21-Cover sheet and ground floor dated 1/13/15

A22-Sheets showing 2nd, 3rd, and 4th floor dated 1/7/15

A23-Elevations proposed and modified dated 1/13/15

The proposal originally called for 45 units. The applicant then changed the plans and lowered the number of units to 42. They are now proposing 37 units total with 80 parking spaces. Six of the parking spaces will be for visitors.
Marked as evidence were the following: A24-prior rendering
The portico and one story are eliminated.

A25-Rendering/depiction of what is now presented before the board for consideration.

Louis Luglio, traffic expert was sworn in and gave testimony. Kenneth Ochab, professional planner was also sworn in and gave testimony. Marked as evidence was:

A26-Series of 4 photographs taken by Mr. Ochab. 

1. Existing Church on the property

2. Rear left side of property

3. Woodland and garden apartments

4. Several houses across the street

A27- Additional photos

1. Looking north at property
2. Adjacent property to the East

3. Showing 3 story senior building

4. 4 story buildings on the remaining property

A28-Aerial photo of the site

A29-Page from Leonia Master Plan

A30-Rendering showing proposed building and surrounding buildings to scale
The board questioned the expert witnesses.  Mr. Sokolich stated that the applicant would be willing to start to recruit Leonia residents for rental before the general public.

The meeting was open to the public for questions. The following people came forward:

Andrea Solomon   149 Reldes Avenue    opposed

Marcia Wilson  259 Leonia Avenue  opposed
Mary Miraglia  45 Linden Terrace   opposed

Neo Antiniades  416 Hillside Avenue opposed

Joseph Bevacqua  133 Glenwood Avenue  opposed
Harriet Habeeb Puka  411 Broad Avenue opposed

Mr. Weing Yang  321 Beechwood Place   opposed

Jamie Sclafane  254 Glenwood Avenue  opposed

Marcia Ontell 329 Magnolia Place opposed

Alex Radu   265 Glenwood Avenue  opposed
Donna Potharas  342 Woodland Place opposed

Sally Klig  497 Park Avenue  opposed

Robert Pacicco  530 Grandview Terrace  opposed

The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

This case is continued to February 11, 2015

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Petti  Second: Mr. Stenken

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

