Minutes

Leonia Planning Board
Wednesday October 28, 2009

7:30 pm

Anna C. Scott School

Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm

Members present:  Mr. Baron, Chairman Bevacqua, Mr. Chung, Mayor Heveran, Mr. Kim, Ms. Lieblich, Mr. Pacicco, Mr. Petti, Ms. Pokrywa, Councilman Puzzo
Members absent:  Mr. Russell

Also present: Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Schuster   

Roll call, salute to the flag, open public meeting act

Motion to suspend regular order of business to proceed with Master Plan discussion and public comments: Mayor Heveran Second: Mr. Pacicco

Motion passes

Master Plan:
Mayor Heveran read a prepared statement.  Chairman Bevacqua spoke and introduced Board member Kelly Pokrywa who gave an overview of the Master Plan. 

Michael Pessolano from H2M was introduced and discussed the three elements of the Master Plan:

1. Master Plan re-examination report

2. Economic Plan

3. Communities Plan

Mr. Pessolano explained that the reports are only drafts and that public feedback is welcome.  He stated that as a Planner he is on board to give suggestions and recommendations. 

The meeting was open to the public to ask questions and give comments. The following people came forward:

Victor Klig 497 Park Avenue expressed concern that the public was not being given enough time to speak.

Brad Wilds 157 Glenwood Avenue had questions about the Master Plan timeline, residential development in the reexamination report.

David Roland 186 Crescent Avenue commented on misinformation distributed throughout the Borough and citizen disagreement. Also asked about the length of the time frame for the Master Plan. 
Ruth Lasser 131 Palisade Avenue commented on the flier distributed to the public (privately sent) and is against what was written on the flier.

Daryl Whitter 132 Spring Street expressed concern about development on Spring Street, Grand Avenue and Willow Tree Road.  Also expressed concern about corporations purchasing property and not maintaining them, therefore; “blighting” the properties.

Frank Livelli  311 Oakdene Avenue wants to keep Leonia a small town.  Also suggested that construction in the CBD be limited to two stories.
Christoph Hesterbrink   223 Glenwood wanted to know what guidance was given to the Planning Board by H2M consultants.
Paul King 152 Longview Avenue requested a full presentation of the vision of the future of Leonia. He felt that the presentation should be more comprehensive. Is against higher story buildings. Would like to see a Community Center. Wants the public to receive more information.

Roberto Ruiz 120 Howard Avenue wanted to know from the consultant what his vision was for Leonia. After hearing the consultant speak he felt that he missed the vision of what Leonia is.

Anna Colditz 150 Spring Street wanted to let the Board know that the residents of Spring Street have created a nice neighborhood and have improved their homes. She would like development to stop on Spring Street.

Virginia Brewer 110 Leonia Avenue is pro Spring Street, against the light rail, wants the good quality of life in Leonia to stay that way.

Theresa Tietjen 134 Palisade Avenue questioned why there is another Master Plan.
John Stendor 314 Crescent Avenue opposes five story buildings and does not want re-zoning on Grand Avenue.

Roland Wiemer 329 Moore Avenue asked for clarification on Master Plan.

Doug Salomon 220 Harrison Street asked about the Economic Plan and ratables.

Louis Cintron 2 Hawthorne Terrace wanted clarification on how the three Master Plan elements become one plan.

Leah Roland 186 Crescent Avenue commented how the orange flier raised community awareness.

Louise Galleshaw 569 Broad Avenue disagrees with the Facilities Plan and wants recreation facilities expanded.

Ingrid Brennan 53 Palmer Place feels that while the nature of the town has stayed the same Leonia is being pushed from all sides. Wants to maintain the single family homes.
Peter Knott 117 Wood Terrace thanked Ms. Pokrywa for posting the Master Plan information on the web site. Had questions about the 2002 Master Plan and follow through.

Ronald Rosario 124 High Street opposed to a second story on the police or recreation buildings.

Ann Shostak 411 Charles Place very happy living in Leonia want wants to maintain the good quality of life in Leonia.

Roland Wiemer 329 Moore Avenue concerns about impact of proposed Light Rail
The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Minutes of September 2009:
Motion to waive the reading of the minutes:  Ms. Lieblich Second:  Mr. Pacicco

Motion passes

Motion to approve the minutes with changes: Mayor Heveran    Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Baron, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Pokrywa)

                                 0 no

New Application:
File#2009-18 Dunkin Donuts, 353 Leonia, Inc, 253 Broad Avenue

Change of occupancy

Ms. Lieblich recused herself from this application.

Mr. Chang recused himself from this application.

Mr. Don Maliando, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board.  Mr. Malek, proprietor was sworn in and gave testimony.  Mr. Alampi deemed their paperwork complete. 

Mr. Malek stated that the floor plan will stay the same as will all signage.  Hours of operation will stay the same.  He further stated that he will keep the street clean and free of debris.

The meeting was open to the public. The following person came forward:

Brad Wilds 157 Glenwood who asked if a table could be placed outside for seating.
The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Mr. Malek was informed that he would need to amend his application to include outdoor seating. He agreed to this.

Motion to approve Change of Occupancy as well as include approval for outdoor seating:

Councilman Puzzo Second: Ms. Pokrywa

Passed by a vote of 8 yes (Baron, Bevacqua, Heveran, Kim, Pacicco, Petti, Pokrywa, Puzzo)
                                0 no
Resolution:

File#2009-17 106 Grand Avenue LLC

Motion to waive the reading of resolution: Mr. Pacicco Second: Mayor Heveran

Motion passes

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Pacicco Second: Mr. Baron

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Baron, Chung, Heveran, Lieblich, Pacicco, Petti, Pokrywa)

                                 0 no

Citizens:

Lisa Higgins 140 Christie Street had questions about the approved application of 106 Grand Avenue

Roland Wiemer 320 Moore Avenue had questions about the 106 Grand Avenue resolution

Charles Silverstein 356 Grand Avenue had questions about a house on Hillside Avenue

Motion to adjourn: Mr. Baron   Second: Mr. Pacicco

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 pm
Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans
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