Minutes

Leonia Board of Adjustment

Thursday October 28, 2010

Borough Annex

8:00 pm

Members present:  Mr. Chace, Mr. Fusco, Mr. Makroulakis, Mrs. Marchant, Mr. Patti, Mr. Rovelli, Mr. Zayat
Members absent:  Mr. Bach, Mr. Fromholtz

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters
Meeting called to order at 8:05 pm

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Patti

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag
Minutes of September 2010:
Motion to approve:  Mrs. Merchant Second: Mr. Fusco

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Chace, Fusco, Merchant, Patti, Zayat)
                                0 no
Announcement:
File#2009-07 Omnipoint Communications, Inc, 222 Christie Street

Moved to November 18, 2010
Resolutions:
File#2010-10 and 2010-10 (2) US Gymnastics Development Corporation, 100 Leyland Drive

Attorney Alampi read an overview of the resolutions.

Motion to approve:  Mr. Chace   Second: Mr. Zayat

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Chace, Fusco, Merchant, Patti, Zayat)

                                0 no

Continued Applications:
File#2010-12 John and Ruth Dougherty, 499 Ridgeland Terrace
John Dougherty, applicant was sworn in. Douglas Stewart, contactor for the applicant was also sworn in.  Marked as evidence were:


A1- 4 sheets showing floor plan, plot plan, drawings and elevations. 

Also marked was exhibit A2- set of 13 photocopies black and white photos.
The applicant is seeking to construct a first floor addition and new deck to the side and rear existing dwelling. Mr. Stewart described the proposed renovations.   Mr. Stewart described the proposed renovations. The Board questioned Mr. Stewart. The meeting was open to the public. The following person came forward: Robert Diestch, 129 Woodridge Place. The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

Motion to approve: Mr. Chace Second: Mr. Makroulakis
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Merchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat)

                                0 no

New Applications:
Donna Potharas, 342 Woodland Place

Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant was sworn in. Donna Potharos, applicant was sworn in. Attorney Alampi deemed all paperwork in order. The applicant is seeking an approval to construct a one story addition to the rear of an existing structure.  Marked as evidence was the following:


A1: key map, plot plan, first floor proposal, and rear elevation proposal dated 10/4/10.


A2: One sheet photo Board
The applicant wants to create a rear yard access and add sliding French doors. The existing kitchen is small and she would like to add a sun room in the rear of the house. The applicant is seeking better mobility.  Mr. Pulice stated that the front of the home will remain as is. The Board questioned Mr. Pulice. The meeting was open to the public. The following person came forward:


Robert Diestch, 129 Woodridge Place. The public portion of the meeting was then closed.

The Board requested that the new exterior finish matching the existing finish. Also, the roof should be uniform and should either match the existing slate or use a slate look alike that also matches. Mr. Costa will approve all drainage.

The Board discussed the application. 

Motion to approve:  Mr. Zayat Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Merchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat)

                                0 no

File#2010-13 Mark Spiegel, 122 Wood Terrace

Mark Spiegel, applicant and Peter Pulice, architect were sworn in.  Attorney Alampi deemed all paperwork complete. The applicant is proposing a one story addition to the rear of the existing structure.  The home is “cottage like” and the applicant and his family wanted to add a family room.
The aim of the renovation was to make the home look “blended” and keep the look of traditional Leonia architecture.

Marked as evidence was:


A1: one sheet that included the plot plan, key map and rear elevation.

             A2: Series of photos in booklet form
Mr. Pulice stated that the garden wall will go from two tiers to one and that the retaining wall will be pushed back. The Board questioned Mr. Pulice.

The meeting was opened to the public. The following people came forward:

Robert Diescth, 129 Woodridge Place objected to the addition, he felt it was too big for 
the house

Roy Morrision, 126 Wood Terrace – objector. Marked as evidence was:




O1- photos of shed on Mr. Siegel’s property.




O2 – Photos of his shed
The public portion of the meeting was then closed. There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve; Mr. Makroulakis  Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Merchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat) 

                                0 no

File#2010-09 and 2010-09-2 Dr. Kazmir, Sima Development, LLC 322 Grand Avenue

Nicholas Sekas, attorney for the applicant, Peter Pulice, architect for the applicant.  The applicant is proposing to construct a 3 story office building in an A-3 zone, He is seeking bulk variances for height, lot coverage, and impervious coverage. The property is three lots. The proposed building will be 12, 000 square feet and will include office and warehouse use.

Marked as evidence was: A1 – architectural plans 4 sheets which included elevations, floor plans, plot plans.  Dated 8/30/10

A2 – Photo Board with six photos

A3 – Six sheets prepared by Collazoul and Associates dated 8/30/10

Mr. Pulice gave an overview of the application including the area and zones.  He testified that the building will be a unique small corporate building with 6,000 square feet per floor. The parking will be on grade. The applicant will be seeking LEEDS status in Silver.  The building will be ADA compliant with parking under the building. Dr. Kazmir is planning on putting his pharmaceutical distribution business in the new building. The hours will be 9:00am until 5:00pm, Monday through Friday only.  The perimeter of the building will be landscaped.
This application is continued to November 18th. At that time the Board will decide if a special meeting is needed in December.

Citizens:

Tony Rosato, 334 Broad Avenue asked for clarification about when the public could comment on the Sima Development application

Ernie Liberatore 121 Woodridge Place thanked the Board for their support with LEEDS.

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Zayat Second: Mr. Fusco

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 pm

Respectfully submitted:

Tina Evans

