Minutes
Leonia Board of Adjustment

Thursday May 26, 2011

8:00 pm

Members present:  Mr. Bach, Mr. Chace, Mr. Fusco, Mr. Makroulakis, Mrs. Marchant, Chairman Patti, Mr. Rovelli, Mr. Zayat

Members absent:  Mr. Fromholtz

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters

Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm

Roll call, salute to the flag, announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes of April 2011
Motion to approve:  Mr. Makroulakis   Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Chace, Makroulakis, Marchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat)
                                0 no

                                2 abstained (Bach, Fusco)

New Application:

File#2011-04 Ahmed and Fatma Abdelaziz, 103 Christie Street

Ahmed Abdel, applicant and Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant were sworn in. The applicant is seeking variances to construct a one story addition to the rear of a one family dwelling and to enlarge the deck. Marked as evidence were the following:

A1-Plot and key plan, exterior elevation and zoning summaries dates 5/9/11

A2- Photo Board with 3 photos dated 5/6/11

The applicant testified that the first floor currently does not have a bathroom.  He also testified that the yard is not family friendly and the larger deck will provide an area for family entertaining. The Board members questioned Mr. Pulice and the applicant. 
The meeting was open to the public. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. There was a Board discussion.
Motion to approve the construction of a bathroom on the first floor and the enlargement of the existing deck: Mr. Chace   Second: Mr. Fusco

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Marchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat)
                                0 no

Continued Application:

File#2011-02 Dylan Edgar, 204 Glenwood Avenue

Revised plans were mailed to the Board members prior to the meeting. Marked as evidence were the following:

A2-survey of property


A3-Revised package
The applicant stated that he will install plantings in front of the wall facing the condominium property. The variance required is for fifteen feet of the six foot fence. The applicant stated that he will then plant arborvitaes in front of the fence to obscure it. He will also look at textured fencing to create more of a “delustered” finish.
The meeting was open to the public to question the applicant. The following person came forward:

Tom Sullivan, 220 Hillside Avenue
The public portion of the meeting to question the applicant was then closed.  There was a Board discussion. 
Motion to approve as follows: 

The back portion of fencing, one section in the western area of the property line, the 6 
foot fence will be solid and “delustered”, the fence will begin ten feet back and will be 
four feet high at the point and go up to six feet high.

The motion was made by Mr. Makroulakis Second: Mr. Zayat

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Marchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat)

                                0 no

                                1 abstained (Bach)

New Application:
File#2011-03 Turning Star, Inc 600 Willow Tree Road

Richard Abrahamsen, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. The applicant is seeking a use variance. The Fire Inspectors comments were read into the record. Mr. Abrahamsen called Tom Andrews, President of Turning Star to be sworn in and give testimony. Mr. Andrews gave an overview of the company and the products that they use. The company uses products to make fabrics flame retardant.  Ninety nine percent of the chemical products used are recycled. The company has safety procedures in place in case of a spill.  The business is currently in New York but will be moving from there to Leonia. The business has been in operation for thirteen years. Marked as evidence was:

A1- 2 sheets floor plan showing the layout of the proposed business. 

Glenn DiGiacomo was sworn in and gave testimony as a representative for the property owner. He testified about the other businesses in the building as well as the parking spaces. He stated on record that he will give the tenant twenty five parking spaces. The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. DiGiacomo. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. DiGiacomo was then closed.

Dr. Young Cho was sworn in and gave testimony as an expert witness for flame retardant products. The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Cho. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting to question Mr. Cho was then closed.

Peter Pulice was sworn in and gave testimony as the Architect for the applicant. He stated that the applicant will be installing new bathrooms and lighting as well as a safety station. The workspace will be regulated by OSHA. He further stated that the applicant will add a handicapped parking space. Hours of operation will be Monday thru Friday 8:00 until 5:00 with some evening hours possible.
The meeting was open to the public to question Mr. Pulice. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

The meeting was open to the public for comment. The following person came forward:

Tom Sullivan 220 Hillside who stated that he supports the application.

The public portion of the meeting was then closed.  There was a Board discussion.

Motion to approve with the following but not limited to conditions: 

The French drain will be capped and videoed, the applicant will provide 25 parking 

spaces, safety data sheets will be sent to the fire marshal and the applicant agrees with the 
fire marshals comments. 
The motion was made by Mr. Chace. Second: Mr. Zayat.
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Marchant, Patti, Rovelli, Zayat)

                                0 no

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Chace Second: Mr. Rovelli

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans

