Minutes

Leonia Board of Adjustment

Thursday September 23, 2010

8:00 pm

Borough Annex

Members present:  Chairman Bach, Mr. Chace, Mr. Fromholtz, Mr. Fusco (8:20), Mrs. Marchant, Mr. Patti, Mr. Rovelli, Mr. Zayat

Members absent:  Mr. Makroulakis, Mr. Rovelli

Also present:  Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans, Mr. Peters

Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm

Roll call, salute to the flag, Announcement of proper notice of meeting

Minutes of July 2010 

Motion to approve: Mr. Patti   Second: Mr. Chace
Motion passes

Announcements:

File# 2010-09 and File#2010-09 2 Dr. Kazmir, Sima Development, LLC moved to October 28, 2010.
Resolution:

File#2010-05 John and Carol Suter, 209 Van Orden Avenue

Attorney Alampi read an overview of the resolution. 

Motion to approve:  Mr. Patti Second: Mrs. Marchant
Passed by a vote of 3 yes (Bach, Marchant, Patti)

                                0 no

Continued Application: 
File# 2009-07 Omnipoint Communications, Inc, 222 Christie Street
Case continued until November 18, 2010
New Applications:

File#2010-12 John and Ruth Dougherty, 499 Ridgeland Terrace

Doug Stuart, Design Manager was sworn in. Because the applicants were not present at the meeting it was decided that in the interest of the homeowners the case would be moved to October 28, 2010.

File#2010-10 and 2010-10-2 Us Gymnastics Development Corporation, 100 Leyland Drive

Applicant is applying for Site Plan as well as Use Variance. 
Jameson P. Van Eck, Attorney for the applicant addressed the Board. Michelle Libero, applicant was sworn in.  Mrs. Libero testified that they currently have two businesses in Bergen County. They have outgrown the Englewood facility and are looking to move to Leonia. The space in Leonia meets all of the businesses needs. She further stated that many gymnastic schools are located in industrial zones. 
The proposed location is on a dead end street and the layout of the building is suitable for their needs, especially in terms of safety.  Marked as evidence was:




 A1- four sheets 

In addition to the gym space, there will also be an office area. The school is not open to the general public. Walk-in’s are not accepted.  The school is for serious trainers who practice about 20 hours per week. Hours of operation will be Monday through Friday 9:30 am until 9:30 pm.  They will also be open on Saturday from 10:00 until 4:00 and Sunday from 11:00 until 5:00. During the earlier hours of the day there is a “Mommy and Me” program.  A competition is held once a year on a Sunday and there also is a yearly recital.  The building will be handicapped accessible. The front entrance will not be used but will be an emergency exit.
Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant was sworn in and gave testimony. He testified that there will be no major exterior work being done, just signage. The entry is barrier free. The lighting on the building is in place and is very good. He stated that he felt that this is a positive thing for Leonia. He further stated that the business will comply with all of the Fire Marshals comments.  The meeting was open to the public for comment. 
The following person came forward:


Paula Kaplan 250 Broad Avenue wanted to know if the business does background checks 
on their employees.  Mrs. Libero stated that they do.

The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

Motion to approve Use Variance and Site Plan: Mr. Patti   Second: Mr. Chace

Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fromholtz, Fusco, Marchant, Patti, Zayat)
                                0 no

Public:

Paula Kaplan 250 Broad Avenue told the Board that another fin was added to the building at 222 Christie Street. There is also a big coil and tree branches were broken. 

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Zayat Second: Mr. Fromholtz

Meeting adjourned at 10:10pm

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans

