Minutes

Leonia Board of Adjustment

Thursday January 26, 2012

Borough Annex

8:00 p.m.

Members present:  Mr. Bach, Mr. Chace, Mr. Fromholtz, Mr. Fusco, Mr. Makroulakis, Mr. Patti,

Mr. Rovelli, member elect Ms. Roland, member elect Mr. Metzdorf
Also present:   Mr. Alampi, Mr. Costa, Mrs. Evans

Meeting called to order at 8:00 p.m.

Roll call, announcement of proper notice of meeting, salute to the flag

Minutes of December 2011 meeting

Motion to approve the minutes of December with the following amendment:
Remove “this case is continued until January 26, 2012”  File#2011-07
Motion made by Mr. Bach Second Mr. Chace
Motion passes
Board Business:
Frank Patti read a letter from John Fromholtz indicating that he was resigning from the Board effective immediately. The Board thanked Mr. Fromholtz for his hard work and dedication. 

Reorganization 2012:
Attorney Alampi swore in new Board members Leah Roland as Alternate 1 and Tom Metzdorf as Alternate 2.
Election of Chair. Motion by Mr. Patti to nominate Ron Chace Second:  Mr. Makroulakis
Passed by unanimous vote

Election of Vice Chair. Motion by Mr. Chace to nominate Frank Patti Second: Mr.  Rovelli
Passed by unanimous vote

Appointment of Administrative Secretary Laura Schuster. Motion by Mr. Chace Second: Mr. Bach
Passed by unanimous vote

Appointment of Recording Secretary Tina Evans. Motion by Mr. Chace Second: Mr. Patti

Passed by unanimous vote.

Appointment of BOA Attorney Carmine Alampi. Motion by Mr. Patti Second: Mr. Rovelli

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Patti, Rovelli)

                                0 no

Appointment of BOA Engineer Robert Costa. Motion by Mr. Patti Second: Mr. Fusco

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Patti, Rovelli)

                                0 no

2012 Hearing Dates. Passed by unanimous vote.

Resolutions:
File#2011-7   Anna & Mark Lazar, 480 Ridgeland Terrace

Attorney Alampi read an overview of the resolution.

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Rovelli Second:  Mr. Bach

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Rovelli)

                                0 no

File#2011-08 Quest Academy, 100 Leyland Drive

Attorney Alampi read an overview of the resolution.

Motion to approve resolution: Mr. Makroulakis Second: Mr. Fusco

Passed by a vote of 5 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Rovelli)

                                0 no

New Applications:
File#2012-01 Ansie Panavelli, 231 Vreeland Avenue
Peter Pulice, Architect for the applicant was sworn in.  Also sworn in was applicant and property owner Ansie Panavelli.

Ms. Panavelli testified that the home needs updating and has not been remodeled for many years. She loved the property but is getting married and the home will not “flow” when they start a family. Many of the aspects of the home need updating. 

Marked as evidence was the following:  A1-4 sheet exhibit containing zoning, tax map, key map, elevations, floor plan dated 1/9/12.  The property has a frontage of 75 feet and a depth of 100 feet. There is a shared easement with the neighbor.

Mr. Pulice testified that the first floor does not contain a bathroom. Plans are to add a bathroom on the first floor.

The applicant proposes to remove the exceeding easement area and install landscaping. She testified that she will discuss this with her neighbor first.  The small breezeway will be reconstructed and it will not protrude any further to the west. The kitchen is very small and it will be expanded as will the living room.  An entrance portico will be created and they will be adding 400 square feet to the first floor. The applicant is proposing a 262 square feet deck. 
Mr. Pulice stated that the stairs to the second floor are in bad shape. He proposed installing linear stairs with a bay. They will be building over the breezeway and part of the garage.  A walk in closet will be added to the master bedroom and the bathrooms will be re done.

Marked as evidence was the following: A2-Photo Board containing 6 photos showing the subject property and the adjacent property.  The chimney will be removed. The applicant stated that the basement will remain untouched and no bathrooms will be installed.  The attic will be for storage only and the height of the house will stay the same. 

The meeting was open to the public to question the Architect and the applicant. No one came forward. The public portion of the meeting was then closed. 

There was a Board discussion. The applicant was informed that if approved, the drainage must be approved by the Board Engineer. The Board discussed the proposed column in the middle of the deck and suggested that revised plans show a modification of the column.

Motion to approve: Mr. Patti Second: Mr. Makroulakis
Passed by a vote of 7 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Patti, Rovelli, Roland)
                                0 no

Board Business:
The Board discussed the Annual Report for 2011. At this time a draft has been prepared.
Motion to send 2011 Annual Report to Mayor and Council: Mr. Makroulakis   Second: Mr. Rovelli

Passed by a vote of 6 yes (Bach, Chace, Fusco, Makroulakis, Rovelli, Roland)

                                1 no (Patti)

Board members Patti and Fusco reported on the meeting that they attended for the proposed Light Rail Project. The Borough of Leonia had a prepared statement and recommendations to discuss at the meeting. The environmental statement is being reviewed.

Public Comments:
Frank Raucci 78 Hawthorne Terrace 

Mr. Raucci congratulated the new Board members and wished them well. He asked the Board to work together for the better of Leonia and to realize that the borough needs to be more open to the right development and that Leonia needs ratables to help lessen the tax burden.  He stated that Leonia is going to continue to go through some lean times in the upcoming years and was concerned about the impact that will have on the residents.

Peter Pulice also congratulated the Board and asked them to think about possibly re zoning some areas.
Board Discussion:

The Board discussed the recently approved application of Luxury Haus.  Mr. Costa gave an update on the circumstances. 

Motion to adjourn:  Mr. Bach Second: Mr. Rovelli

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tina Evans
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